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A Lady, enchanted with the humour of Edwin, re- 


marked to him, that ſhe believed he could do any 


thing——* Indeed, ma' am, replied he, were you the 


moon, I would ſtrive to get into it.” 


The late Mr. Flood, once talking of the Iriſh penſion 
liſt, ſaid, it might be compared to death, for it was the 
wages of fin. 1 5 | 


When a ſoldier about a month ago fell into the Thames, 

one perſon aſked another what regiment he belonged to, 

and was anſwered ** The Life-guards.” *©* Nay, my 

ood fir,” ſaid he, © there I think you muſt be miſtaken— 
r he is certainly in the Cold flream.” 


Numerous inſtances have been given from time to *ime 
of the ſimplicity of the Britiſh tars; but we do not recol- 
left any which exceeds what we lately heard related of 
one ot that brave and uſeful community, who being about 
to receive the Sacrament on ſome occaſion or other, in 4 
church adjacent to one of our principal ſeaports, upon the 
clergyman's preſenting him with the ſacred cup, as ſoon 
as he ſaw the colour of the liquor it contained, returned 
it untouched, ſaying, I it makes no diffcrence to you, fir, 
I had rather have @ little grog“ 


It was remarked of a citizen of Dublin, that with the 
molt inflexible honeſty of opinion, he had a ſet of ſuch fin- 
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gular opinions, that whenever called upon as a juror in 
queſtions about the exciſe laws, libel, or other public trial, 
he conſtantly entertained notions of the law and juſtice ot 
the caſe different from thoſe laid down by the judge and 
taken up by his brother jurymen ; but he as conſtantly 
perſe vered in his notions until he brought them all over. 
One of the judges aſked him one day how he came to be fo 
forward, and to give the Court ſo much trouble: My 
lord,” faid he, with the utmoſt gravity, it has been 


always my misfortune to be on a jury with cleven.obſtinats 
27 
nen. 


A country gentleman, on hearing that ſeveral boo 
ſellers were puniſhed ſor ſelling the Rights of Man, pro 


teſted he thought no puniſhment too great for any man 
that dared to ſell the Rights of Man. | | 


Edwin and Waldron travelling in a return poſt-chaiſe 


from Uxbridge, the latter complaining of the ſlow pace 
of the harſes, Edwin replied, ©* They were like two 
thieves going to the gallows—for, like them, they tra- 
yelled againſt their inclinations,” 


A link-boy aſked Dr. Burgeſs, the preacher, if he 
would have a light? No child, (ſays the doctor) I am 


one of the lights of the world.” I wiſh, then, (replied 


the boy) 2 was hung up at the end of our alley, for we 
live in a deviliſh dark one? . 


Dr. A 


=—, phyſician at Newcaſtle, being ſummoned 


to a veſtry in order to reprimand the ſexton for drunk- 


enneſs; he dwelt ſo long on the ſexton's miſconduct, as 
to raiſe his choler, ſo as to draw from him this expreſſion: 
« Sir, I was in hopes you would have treated my failings 
wit 1 more gentleneſs, or that you would have been the 
lall man alive to appear againſt me, as I have covered ſo 
many blunders of your's! 


A Roman knight, who had led a life of ſplendid gaiety 
and uninterrupted pleaſure, was found, at his death, ro 
the great aſtoniſhment of the public, to have left debts to 
the amount of more than five hundred thouſand ducats. 


When his effects and furniture were expoſed to fale, for the 


ſatisfaction 


E 


ſatisfaction of his creditors, Auguſtus Cæſar gave orders 
that his blankets ſhould be purchaſed for himſelf; obſerv- 
ing, that ſince a man who was ſo much in debt had been 
able to fleep under them, he would uſe them to make him 


ſleep. 


Buck the player at York, was aſked how he came to 
turn his coat twice : he replied, ſmartly, that one good 
turn deſerved another ! | 


An oftcntatious diſplay of fancied ſuperior excellence, in 
any point, and going out of the common line to teſtify it, 
often meets with its merited chaſtiſement. An inſtance of 
this happened not long ago in the neighbourhood of the 
metropolis. A clergyman, who prided himſelf on his 
ſuperior ſkill in teaching the pariſh boys and girls their 
Catechiſm, and took every opportunity to give a ſpecimen 
of their adroitneſs in anſwering any queſtions of a religious 
tendency, that he ſhould put to them, being one day about 
to examine ſome of them before a party w , gentlemen and 
ladies, whoſe good opinion he was ambitious to obtain, put 
the following preparatory queſtion to his principal pupil, 
who happened to be a fine blooming wench about fifteen 
years old; Pray what do you do the firſt thing in a 
morning ?” naturally expecting that ſhe would anſwer, 
„Say my prayers.” But finding the girl to hefitate, and 
look baſhful, as if intimidated by the preſence of the com- 
pany, he repeated the queſtion in a more peremptory tone; 
when, to his great contuſion, and the no leſs entertainment 
of his audience, ſhe modeſtly replied, dropping at the fame 
time a low curteſy, I makes my waters, fir /” 


A young gentlewoman who had married a very wild 
ſpark, that had run through 4 plentiful fortune, and was 
reduced to ſome ſtreights, was innocently ſaying to him 
one day, My dear, I want ſome ſhifts ſadly.” * D—me, 
madam, (replies he) how can that be, when we make ſo 
many every day? 


A citizen of London treating about a marriage with a 
young woman in the country, at laſt refuſed her, ſaying, 
that ſhe was as yet too green: upon which her father riſing 
up in a patſion, cried out, She is riper than you * 


. 
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= os has already had three children by our prieſt's 
clerk. | 


An inhabitant of Meſſina having been accuſed of mar- 
Tying five wives, was committed to priſon; and being 
aſked by the judge on his trial, how he came to take fo 
many wives? he replied, ** In order, if poffible, to find 
one good one, and then ſtick to her,” Oh! oh! (ſaid 
the judge) if you cannot find a good wife in this world, you 
may probably ſucceed better in the next; ſo get you gone 


thither, and immediately figned the warrant for his 
execution. | 


A gentlewoman loved a doctor of phyfic, and to enjoy 
him, feigned herſelf ſick : the doctor being ſent for in all 
haſte, went up and ſtaid with her an hour ; when he came 


down, her huſband aſked him how ſhe did? O, ſaid he, 


the has had zwo ſuch extreme fits, that if yau had but ſeen 
one of them, 1t would have made your heart ach. 


A young fellow praifing his miſtreſs before a very 
amorous acquaintance of his, after having run through 


moſt of her charms, he came at length to her majeſtic 
gait, fine air, and delicate flender waiſt : © Hold, (ſays 


dis friend) go no lower if you love me.” But, by your 


leave, (ſays the other) I hope to go lower if ſhe loves 
me,” 


An Italian gentleman, who was dangerouſly ill, and at 
the ſame time heavy charged with debts, told his con- 
tefſor that the only favour he had to aſk of heaven, was, 
that his life might be prolonged till he had diſcharged 
them. Then, replied the prieſt, fince your reaſon tor 
wiſhing to lire is fo jait, I pray that your prayers may be 
heard. 


I ſhall never die. | | 


An old gentleman who had married a fine young lady, 
being terribly afraid of cuckoldom, took her to taſk one 
day, and aſked her if the had conlidered what a crying fin 
it was in a woman to cuckold her huſband ? Lord, my 
| dear, 


Aye, father, anſwered the fick man, I pray that 
they may; for I am ſure, if I live till I pay all my debts, 
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dear, (ſaid ſhe) what do you mean? I never had ſuch a 
thing in my head, nor never will.“ No, no, (replied 
he) I ſhall have it in my head; you will have it ſome- 


where elſe.” 


A gentleman happening to make water againſt a houſe, 
did not ſee two young ladies looking out of a window cloſe 
by, till he heard them giggling, when looking towards 
them, he aſked what made them ſo merry ? O Lord, 
ſaid one of them, à very little thing will make us laugh. 


A drunken fellow carrying his wife's Bible to pawn for 
a quartern of gin to the alehouſe, the man of the houſe 
refuſed to take it. What a pox,” ſaid the fellow, 
„will neither my own word, nor the word of God paſs 
with you.” 


A merchant, who had no noſe, going along Cheapſide 


one day, a beggar woman followed him, crying, Ah! 
God preſerve your eye- ſight, fir; the Lord preſerve your 
eye-fight., Why, good woman, ſaid he, doſt thou pray ſo 
much for my eye-fight? Ah! dear fir, anſwered the 
woman, if it ſhould pleaſe God that you grow dim- 
fighted, you have no place to hang your ſpectacles on. 


A fellow hearing one ſay, according to the Italian pro- 
verb, that three women make a market with their chat-, |. 
tering ; Nay then, ſaid he, add my wife to them, and they 


will make a fair. 


A lady who had generally a pretty many intrigues upon 
her hands, not liking her brother's extravagant paſſion tor 
play, aſked him when he deſigned to leave off gaming? 
„When you ceaſe loving,” ſaid he. Then (replied 
the lady) you are like to continue a gameſter as long as 
you live.” 


As a countryman was ſowing. his field, two London 


* bucks happened to be riding by, one of whom, thinking 


to make fun of the old pat, (as they tiled him) called out 


to him, Well, honeſt countryman! it is you that ſow, 


but, again it is we that reap the fruit.“ May hap it 


may be ſo, maſters” quoth the countryman ; © there's 
| many 
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many a true word ſpoke in joke : and, be it known to you, 
I am {owing hemp.” 


A country parſon having divided his text under two and 
twenty heads; one of the congregation was getting out of 
the church in a great hurry ; bur a neighbour pulling him 
by the fleeve, aſked whithcr he was going? Home for my 
night cap, anſwered the firſt, tor I find we are to ſtay here 
all night. | 


A famous teacher of arithmetick, who had long been 


married without being able to get his wife with child; one ;; 


ſaid to her, Madam, your huſband is an excellent 


arithmetician.“ © Yes, (replied ſhe) only he cannot 
multiply. | | 
A ſhopkeeper ſelling 


dear of him as of another, becauſe he was his friend; re- 


plied, © Sir, we muſt gain ſomething by our friends, for 


our enemies will never come to the ſhop.” | 0 


King Charles II. on a certain time paying a viſit to Dr. 
Buſby, the doctor is ſaid to have ſtrutted through his 
ſchool with his hat upon his head, while his majeſty 
walked complaifantly behind him with his hat under his 
arm; but, when he was taking his leave at the door, the 


doctor, with great humility, thus addreſſed himſelf: 


« Sir, I hope your majeſty will excuſe my want of reſpect 
hitherto; but if my boys were to imagine there was a 


greater man in the kingdom than myſelf, I ſhould neves 


be able to rule them.“ 


A vigorous young officer, who made love to a widow, 

coming a little unawares upon her once, caught her taſt in 
his arms. Hey dey, (ſaid ſhe) what do you fight after 
the French way; take towns beFre you declare war 3” 
„No, faith, widow, (faid he) but I ſhould be glad to 


imitate them fo far, as to be in the middle of the country 


before you could reſiſt me.” 


[5 A young man, who was a very great talker, making a 
bargain with Iſocrates to be taught by him; —_— 


ſome goods to one who ſaid that he 
aſked too much for them, and that he ſhould not buy ſo 
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aſked double the price that his other ſcholars gave him; 


and the reaſon, ſaid he, is, that I muſt teach thee #9 


d ſciences, one to peak, and the other 2 hold thy tongue. 
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A country farmer going acroſs his grounds in the duſk 
of the evening, eſpied a young fellow and a laſs very buſy 
near a five-bar gate in one of his fields, and calling to 


them to know what they were about, ſaid the young man, 


© No harm, farmer, we are only going to prop-a-gatec.” 


A certain great lord having, by his extravagancies, run 


himſelf over head and ears in debt; and ſeeming very 
Iittle concerned about it, one of his friends told him one 
day, that he wondered how he could ſleep quietly in his 


bed, whilſt he was fo much in debt. For my part, 
 (faid my lord) I ſleep very well, but I wonder how my 


creditors can.“ 


Tn a viſit queen Elizabeth made to the famous lord 
chancellor Bacon, at a ſmall country ſeat, which he had 


built for himſelf, before his preferment ; ſhe aſked him, 
© How it came that he had made himſelf fo ſmall a houſe ?** - 


It is not I, madam, (anſwered he) who have made my 
houſe too ſmall for myſelf, but your majeſty, who have 


made me too big for my houſe.” | 


One Mr. Mann, maſter of the ſhip called the Moon, 
uſed to be very familiar with a gentlewoman, and her 


huſband taxed her with another gentleman ; ſhe ſwore ſhe 
knew him no more than the man in the Moon. 


One obſerving a crooked fellow in cloſe argument with 
another, who would have diſſuaded him from ſome incon- 
ſiderable reſolution, ſaid to his friend, Prithee let him 
alone, and fay no more to him, you ſee he's Bent upon it.“ 


A ragyed fellow boaſting of the antiquity of his family, 


and what arms they bore; * Very like (faid Edwin, who 
happened to be preſent) you may have a coat of arms, but 
I ſee you have hardly got arms to your coat." 1 


A country gentleman riding down Cornhill, his horſe + 


fumbled, and threw him at a ſhop door; the miſtreſs 
. whercat 
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whereof being a pleaſant woman, and ſeeing there was no 
hurt done, aſked him whether his horſe uſed to ſerve him 
fo? Yes, ſaid he, whenever he comes to the door of a 
cuckold : Lord, Sir, faid ſhe, I would adviſe you to go 


back again, for you will have a hundred falls elſe, before - 


you come to the top of Cheapſide. 


A gentleman threatening to go to law, was diſſuaded 
from it by his friend, who defired him to cenfider, for the 
law was cfiargeable : ©* I don't care, (replied the other) I 


will not confider, I will go to law.” Right, (ſaid his 


friend) for if you go to law, I am ſure you don't con- 


ider. i 


An old man, who had married a young wife, complained 
to a friend how unhappy he had always been: 


and now I am old, my wife goes abroad for want of a 
huſband.” | 


A Quaker had a miſunderſtanding with a neighbors 
whoſe character was indeed none of the beſt; and each 
thinking, or pretending to think himſelf the party ag- 
grieved, they went to law to determine it. At the long 
run, from a defect of evidence, Aminadab found himſelf 
in the wrong box. Willing, however, to paſs the beſt 
face on the matter, on coming out of Court, on the day of 
trial, he advanced to his opponent, and faid to him, As 


matters, friend, are now adjuſted, I hope we ſhall not 


continue at variance. Wilt thou dine with me to-day ? I 
ſhall be very glad of thy company to partake of what my 


table affords.” The other readily conſented : but before 


the Quaker took him into the room where they were to 
dine, he heated the wrong end of the poker almoſt red hot, 
but not quite; and taking it out, placed it in its proper 
fituation by the fide of the fire. 
gueſt, bur before he had been there halt a minute, 
Friend, (ſaid Aminadab) as thou fitteſt next the fire, I 
ſhould be obliged to thee if thou wouldſt ſtir it.” The 
other, not ſuſpecting the trap that was laid for him, imme- 
diately took up the poker, and burnt his hand in a. ſhock- 


ing manner. It is impoſſible to conceive the rage into 


which he was thrown by his revengeful artifice ; and he 
| abuſed 


hen 1 
was young, (ſaid he) I went abroad for want of a wife; 


He then uſhered in his 
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abuſed the Quaker in the groſſeſt manner. The Quaker 
made no other anſwer than this: Friend, thoy art only 
burnt in the hand, but hanging thou haſt deſerved theſe 
many years.” | 


Three gentlemen being at a tavern, whoſe names were | 


Moore, Strange and Wright; ſaid the laſt, there is but one 


cuckold in company, and that is Strange ! Yes, anſwered 
Strange, there is one Moore: Ay, faid Moore, that's 
Wright. ah gt 

It chanced that a merchant ſhip was ſo wolently toſſed 
in a ſtorm at ſea, that all deſpairing of ſafety, berook 
themſelves to prayer, ſaving one mariner, who was ever 
wiſhing to ſee two ars: Oh! ſaid he, that I could fee 


but two ſtars, or but one of the two; and of theſe words 
he made ſo frequent repetition, that diſturbing the medi- 


tations of the reſt, at length one aſked him, What two 
ſtars, or what one ſtar he meant? To whom he replied, 
* Oh! that I could but ſee the Star in Cheapfide, or the 

Star in Coleman-flrect, I care not which.“ 5 


A young gentlewoman lately arrived from Barbadoes, 


came to Leadenhall market to buy a ſcragg of mutron for 


broth, for which the butcher aſked nine-pence; That's 
too much, ſaid ſhe ; cut it off, fir, and I'll give you a2 
zit“ for it.“ D—m your bit, madam, I want none of 
your bits, (replied the butcher) I've got a much BGerter bit 
at home. | 


Two gentlemen ſtanding together, as a young lady 


paſſed by them, ſaid one, There goes the handſomeſt 


woman I ever ſaw.” She hearing him, turned back, and 
ſeeing him very ugly, ſaid, Sir, I wiſh I could, in re- 
turn, ſay as much by you.“ So you may, by G—, 


madam, (faid he) and lie as 7 did.“ 


A country fellow ſubpœna'd for a witneſs upon a trial 
on an action for defamati, he being ſworn, the judge 
bade him repeat the very ſame words he had heard ſpoken: 
the fellow was loath to tpeak, but hummed and hawed for 


A bi in Barbadoes is a piece of money valued at 7d. 
| a good 


ſtumbled, an 
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a good ſpace ; but being urged by the judge, he at laſt 
ſpoke : ** My lord, (ſaid he) you're a cuckold !”” The 
judge ſeeing the people begin to laugh, called to him, and 


bade him ſpeak to the jury, there were twelve of them. 


A beggar addreſſing himſelf to an old miſer, uſed theſe 


words; Dear fir, beſtow your charity.” To which the 


uſurer replied, © I have it not.“ Ah! (quoth the 
beggar) the more ſhame for you; to have /o much money, 
and zo charity. | 


A gentleman lying on his death-bed, called to his 


coachinan, who had been an old ſervant, and ſaid, ** Ah, 


Tom, I am going a long and rugged journey, worſe than 


ever you drove me.” Oh, dear fir, (replied the fellow, 


he having been but an indifferent maſter to him), ne'er let 
that diſccurage you, for it is all down bill.“ 


A mad crew went to a tavern with a firm reſolution 
to get terribly drunk; one being more overpowered than 


the reit, ſpewed perpetually ; and ſeeing that he could no 


longer bear them company, called for a reckoning: Why, 
ſaid one, cannot you tell that, that have ſo often caſt up 
what you drank ? No, marry, I cannot, (ſaid he) for I 


was ſo buſy in caſting up the accompt, that 1 did not mind 
the reckoning.” | | . 


A gentleman and his ſervant in a cold froſty morning, 
riding through a river together, the gentleman's horſe 
| 1 him into the water, and ſoon afte: fell 

to drinking; at which the man laughed hearti:y ;— 
«© Sirrah, (ſaid the maiter) do you laugh at me?“ No, 


fir, (ſaid the ſervant) I don't laugh at you; but I laugh 
to think that your horſe can't drink without a toaſt this 
bl f 5 


cold morning. 


Villars, the witty and extravagant duke of Buckingham, 


In king Charles the Second's time, was making his com- 


plaint to fir John Cutler, a rich miſer, of the diſorder of 
his affairs, and aſked him what he ſhould do to prevent 


the ruin of his eſtate? © Live as I do, my lord,” ſaid 


fir John. * That I can do, (anſwered the duke) when I 
am ruined,” 
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1 he hon. Mr. T—, upon ſeeing hung at a lady's 
waich the picture of her deceaſed huſband, who, it was 
believed, had haſtened his end by intemperance in connu- 


bial joys, ſaid, eit was barbarous in ber to hang how | in 


chains ſo near the place of execution.“ 


Of two brothers, one ſerved the king, the other toiled 
hard for his food. The former ſaying to the latter, 
* Why do you not ſerve the king, and get rid of your 
toil 2” was anſwered, *© Why do not you toll, and get 
rid of your ſlavery 75 


A gentleman croſſi ing Ludeate-ſtreet, was applied to by 
a man who ſweeps. the croſſing for charity. The gentle- 


man replied, I am going a little farther, and will remember 


you when I return, ** Pleaſe your honour, (ſays the 


man), it is unknown the credit I give in this way.“ 


A phyſician, boaſting his great knowledge in his pro- So 


feſſion, ſaid he never heard any complaint from his pa- 
tients ; a by-ſtander wittily replied, Very likely, doctor, 


for the faults * pbhyficiaus are generally aries with their 


1 


A girl, being deflowered, was bitterly reproached by 


Her confeſſor, who ſaid ſhe had loſt a treaſure never to be 
regained. ** Ah, (ſaid ſhe) how difficult it is to keep this 
| treaſure, when every clown has a key to it?“ 


A man and his dog, named Cuckold, going out toge- 


ther in the evening, in returning home, * Oh mother, 


(ſays the boy), Cuckold's come.“ Nay then — 
(replied the mother), your father is not far off.” 


Doctor Pony an Iriſh. parſon, and a remarkable * 
nary man in his perſon, having a neat parſonage houſe, 


very curiouſly furniſhed, was one day ſhewing it to Dr. 


Berkeley, the celebrated bifhop of Cloyne. Well, my 
lord, (fays the doctor, after they had returned to the 
dining-parlour), you ſee what a nice marriage-trap I have 


got here.” „Why, yes, doctor, (ſays the biſhop, look-_ 
ing him full in the face), I ſee you have; but I am afraid 
you will not find 4 lady that LN" reliſh the bait,” 
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When the ducheſs of Kingſton, ſome years fince, 
wiſhed to be received in the court of Berlin, ſhe got the 
Rufhan miniſter there to mention her intentions to his 
Pruſſian majeſty, and to tell him at the fame time, That 


her fortune was at Rome, her bark at Venice, but that 


her heart was at Berlin.“ Immediately on hearing which, 
the king ſarcaſtically replied, ** I beg, fir, you will make 
my compliments to her grace, and intorm her, that I am 


ſorry we are only entruſted with the very worſt part of her 


property.“ 
Henry IV. being much enamoured. of Madame d' En- 
tranges, aſked her, one day, which was the way to her 


chamber? “ Through the church, fir,” anſwercd ſhe. 


In Southwark there is a ſmall mad- houſe dependent on 


Guy's hoſpital. In the firſt years of that hoſpital, a mad- 


man having, made his eſcape from one ot the windows, 
crawled along ſeveral houſes ; but coming at length to 
ſome bad tiling, it gave way, and parc of his body went 
through. Good God! (aid a woman that was hiting 
in the room), who's there?“ “ Hold your tongue, you 
whote, (ſaid the madman), I am only come to make you 
a &y-light,” 


— The famous John Baptiſte Santeuil, the Latin poet, = 


being in company with a Pariſian hutband, who was la- 
menting the infidelitics of his wite : © A mere flea- bite, 

{aid the poet, or leis, as it is only an imagiuary culn- 
palaint; ſew die of it, and many live with it.” 


One Mr. Aſh, who was himſelf a famous punſter, in 
Ireland, coming into an inn, defired the landlord to lend 
him a hand to pull off his great-coat: * Indeed, br, 
(ſaid he), I dare not.“ 
what do you mean by that?” * You know, fir, (an- 
ſwered he), there is an act ot parliament againf{ the frip- 
ping of Aſh.” | | 


A profligate young nobleman, being in company with 
ſome ſober people, defired leave to toaſt the devil. The 
_ gentleman who fat next him, ſaid, * He had no objection 
w any of his lordſlnp's friends.“ | 


A lady 


Dare nor, (replied the other), 


1 


A lady having two ſuitors, one tall, and the other ſhort z 


a gentleman aſked her, which ſhe liked beſt? © Indeed, 


fir, (ſays ſhe), I like the talleſt, if all things are in pro- 
portion.” | 


A nobleman in merry humour, ſent for his chaplain, 


and told him That unleſs he could reſolve him three | 


queſtions, he ſhould be diſcharged from his ſervice ; but 


jf he did anſwer, then he ſhould have thirty guineas, and 


the beſt horſe in the ſtable; and therefore propoſes the 
queſtions ; which were theſe; Firſt, What compaſs the 
world was about? Secondly, How deep the ſea was? 
And laſtly, What he thought ? The poor chaplain, in a 
peck of cares, knew not how to anſwer them, or what to 


. ſay; and all he could do then, was to defire a little time 


to conſider upon it, which the earl granted; and to the 
helds goes the chaplain very melancholy, where he meets 


a miller belonging to the town, a merry fellow, that was 
very like the chaplain in face and beight, and entering 


into diſcourſe with the miller, he would fain know the 
cauſe' of the chaplain's uneaſineſs; which, with fome re- 
luctancy, he told him: O maſter, don't be dejected, chess 
up, quoth the miller; I warrant I'll think of a project to 


| fave your place, and get you the money and horſe too, on. 


condition that you give ten pounds for my pains. That I 
will, ſays the chaplain. Then ſtrip, cries the miller, and 
change cloaths, and I'll go to my lord, and 1 * His 
queſtions, Accordingly he went; and, to the firſt queſ- 
tion, What compaſs the world was about ? He anſwered, 
it was four and twenty hours journey; for if a man could 
pace with the ſun, he might eaſily go it in that time. The 
ſecond, How deep the fea was? He anſwered, Only a 
ſtone's throw]; for caſt ir into the deepeit place of it, and 
in time it would come to the bottom. To the third, 
(which I ſuppoſe, your lordſhip thinks the moſt difficult to 
be reſolved) that is, What your honour thinks? I anſwer, 
That you think I am your chaplain, when, indeed, I am 
but the miller of Glouceſter.—The earl was ſo well pleaſed 
with the jeſt, that he performed his promiſe to his chaplain, . 
and gave the miller ten pounds for his humour. 


An apothecary ſaid, that all bitter things were hot, Ay, 
fays another, avhbat think you of bitter cold weather ? 


B 2 | The 
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The late duke of Cumberland was a remarkable 8 
fine boy, but very ſullen. The late queen, his mother, a b⸗ 
being angry with him one day, ordered him to his cham- was 

der. Soon after he returned, and the queen aſked him The 
what he had been doing?“ Reading the New Teſtament,” won 
anſwered he, pceviſhly. ** What part?” ſays the queen. fell. 
He anſwered, ** Where it is ſaid, Woman, why troubleſt my 
thou me?“? upo 


Some ladies walking in the fields, met a labourer with a / 
little kid, which he was carrying to market: © See! fee!” wit 
ſaid one of them, “ What a pretty little goat, though it wit 
has no horns,” The ruſtic cried, Ladies, he is not you 
married.” | day 


A ſharper of the town, ſeeing a country gentleman fit tha 
alone at an inn, and thinking ſomewhat might be made of cut 
him, went and ſat near him. Having thus introduced win 
himſelf, he called for a paper of tobacco, and ſaid. Do IV 
you ſmoke, fir?” © Yes, (ſaid the gentleman, very WI 

_ gravely) any one that has a deſign upon me.“ 


A certain vicar of a facetious turn, walking late one the 
evening, meets his curate highly elevated with the juice bei 
AH the grape; Oh, oh, Mr. Twangum, fays the vicar, me 


from whence come you? Why, I don't know, doctor, us 
ſays he; I have been /p/u⁰,νLNi it out with my neighbour cell 
Freeport. Ay, quoth the doctor, and now I perceive, juſt 
. after your ſpinning i out, you are finiſhing the work by to! 
reeling it home. | | rur 
| | _. yar 
A lawyer and a phyſician having a diſpute about pre- wit 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in favour of Uwe 
the lawyer, in theſe terms; Let the ie, go before, dit 
and the crecutioner follow.“ wit 
5 | | | | uh 
Some men and their wives, who all lived on the ſame fide 
of a ſtreet, being merry-making at a neighbour's houſe ; , 
ſaid one of the huſbands, It's reported that all the men in aſk 


our row are cuckolds, but one. Soon after, his wife being 
thoughtful, What makes you ſad, my dear? faid he; I ſhc 
hope you are not offended at what I ſaid. ** No,” ſaid Pr: 
ſhe, ** I'm only contidering who that one can be.“ 


Sir 
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Sir Thomas More, on the day that he was beheaded, had 
a barber ſent to him, becauſe his hair was long, which it 
was thought would make him, more pitied by the people. 
The barber came to him, and aſked him, Whether he 
would pleaſe ro be trimmed ?” „In good faith, honeſt 
fellow, (ſaid fir Thomas), the king and I have a ſuit for 
my head; and till the title be cleared, I will do no coſt 
upon it.“ | | 


A country juſtice invited Edwin one day to dinner, 
with many other perſons ; and having a mind to ſhew his 
wit, took theſe aſide and told them, „Gentlemen, if 
you'll be ruled by me, we ſhall make ourſelves merry to 
day with Edwin, who you know ſets up for a jeſter, and 
drolls upon every body. My clerk being fick a bed, fo 
that I have no body to wait on us, I will propoſe to draw 
cuts, to ſee which of us ſhall go to the cellar to draw the 
wine, and wait on the reſt whilſt they are at dinner: and 


IT will contrive it fo, that it ſhall fall to Edwin's lot.“ 


Which being thus concluded amongſt them, was put into 
execution accordingly. Edwin ſmoaked the plot, and 
was reſolved to make his hoſt repent it. Down he went to 
the cellar to fill the bottles, whilſt the others fell too; and 
being come up again with the bottles, You ſee, gentle- 
men, (ſaid he), how I have performed what I had to do; let 
us now draw cuts to /cc which of us ſhall go down into the 
cellar to. flop the hog ſheads I have left running. Now the 
Juſtice talked no more of caſting lots, and knowing Edwin 
to be as good as his word, leaves preſenily his dinner, and 
runs to the cellar, where he finds his veſſels running, and 
part of his wine ſpilt, for which he afterwards expoſtulated 


with Edwin.“ You have no reaſon to complain of me, (an- 


ſwe red he), ſince I have punctually complied with the con- 


ditions of the play, which indeed obliged me to draw the 


wine and fill the bottles, but not to flop the veſſels of a boſt 
who entertains @ gueſt ſo ſcuruily. - | 


A gentleman talking to a fiſherman one day at Brighton, 
aſked him whether the prince of Wales ever went tochurch? 
„Lord, pleaſe your honour, (faid the fiſherman), what 
ſhould he go to church for? we poor ſouls are obliged to 
pray for ourſelyes, but there are enough to pray for him,” 
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As Mr. Cunningham, the late paſtoral poet, was TY 
ing on a Sunday near Durham; the reverend as well as 
corpulent Mr. Brown chanced to paſs that way; and 
knowing Mr. Cunningham, auſterely reproached him for 
breaking the Sabbath, telling him, that he was doubly 
reprehenfible, as his good ſenſe ſhould have taught him 
better, The poor poet turned round and replied, ** Your 
external appearance, reverend fir, ſays, that if your dinner 
was at the bottom of the river with mine, you would angle 
for it, though it were a faſt· day, and your Saviour ſtood 
by to rebuke you.” 


King James I. once went out of his way to hear a noted 
preacher. The clergyman ſeeing the king enter, left his 
text to declaim againſt ſwearing, for which the king was 


notorious. When done, James thanked him for his fer- 


mon, bur aſked, what connection ſwearing had with it? 


He anſwered, © Since your majeity came out of your way, 
J could not do leſs than go out of mine to meet you,” 


A maſter of arts being reduced to extreme poverty, beg- 
ved ſome relief of a lockſmith who was at work in his ſhop. 


The ſmith aſked him why he had not learned ſome art to 


get his living by, rather than thus to go about begging. 
Alas! (replied the ſcholar), I am a maſter of feven.” 
Ot feven! (replied the lockünith), they muſt be ſorry 


ones indeed, then, ſince they are not all able to keep you: 
for my part, I have only one, as you ſee, which maintains 


fevea of us: myſelf, my wite, and five children.“ 


A ; juſtice being more preciſe than ordinary, 
happened to have a fervant that was 4 great gameſter at 
cards, inſomuch that one of bi fellow-ſervants told his 
maſter of it; ſo his matter tock him to taſk, and ſaid, He 


was in ſocmed that he was a great gameſter a t cards, Says | 


his ſervant, Sir, | am ſo far from being a card-player, that 


I do not know what a pack of cards mean. No, ſays his 
maſter, pray fearch him; which they did, and found a 


ck. What are theſe ? ſays his matter: Why, fir, this 
is my almanack, which | always carry about me. Pray, 
ſays his maiter, how can this be your almanack ? Why 


"4 faid his man: There are in thefe things you call 


cards tour fults, which puts me in mind of the four quar- 
ters 


1 


ters of the year; and there are as many cards as there are 
weeks in the year; and as many court-cards as months in 
the year; and as mavy fpots as there are days in the year. 


And is that altFrhe.ulg, you make of them? taid his maiter : 


No, ſays he, I make more ute of them; for when I look 


upon the king, it puts me in mind of the allegiance I owe 


my ſovereign lord the king; looking upon the queen, it 
puts me in mind of the allegiance I owe to the queen ; the 
ten puts me in mind of the Ten Commandments ; the 


nine of the nine Muſes ; the eight of the eight altitudes ; 


the ſeven of the ſeven liberal ſciences ; the ſix of the fix 
days in the week that we ought to work ; the five of the 
five ſenſes ; the four of the four Evangchits ; the three of 


the Holy Trinity; the two of the two Sacraments ; the 


ace, that we ought to worſhip but one God. Then, ſais 
his maſter, if this be all the uſe you make with them, I can 
find no cauſe to be angry with you. Bur, ſays his maſter, 
ou | have quite forgot one card ?— What is that, Sir? 
Vhy the knave ; and what uſe do you make of him? Ob! 
that, fir, ſays he, when I ſee him puts me in mind of your 
worſhip's informer, 


A butcher in Smithfield, lying at the point of death, 
ſaid to his wife, My dear, I am not long for this world, 
therefore adviſe you to marry our man John; he's a luſty 


ſtrong fellow, fit for your bufineſs.—** O dear, huſband, 


(ſaid the) never let that trouble you, for John and J 
have agrecd upon that matter already.“ | 


A good woman quarrelling with her huſband for being 
ſomewhat too familiar with the ſervant maid, charged him 
with many other facts of the like nature; which he know- 
ing himſelf innocent of, ſaid to her, © Indeed, wife, you 
lie with ary woman in the kingdom; that's your failing.“ 
© No, you rogue, (replied the good woman, 1n a great 
rage), it is you that will lie with any woman, and that's 
the reaſon Iam in ſuch a paſſion with you.” 


Two brothers coming once to be executed for houſe- 
breaking, the eldeſt was turned off firſt, without ſpeaking 
one word; the other mounting the ladder, began to ha- 
rangue the croud, whoſe ears were attentively open to 
hear him, expecting ſome confeflion from him. Good 

| people, 


* F 


"I | 


* 


20 


people, ſays he, my brother hangs before my face, and 
vou fee what a lamentable /peFacle he makes; in a few 
minutes I ſhall be turned off too, and then vou will fee 4 


0 5 P. 177% of pectacle 5. 


A young lady having been lately married, on ſeeing her 
huſband about to riſe pretty early in the morning, ſaid, 
What, my dear, are you getting up already ? Pray he a 
little longer, and reſt yourtelF. No, my dear, replied the 
huſband, I'll get up and reſt myſelf. 


King James the Firſt gave all manner of liberty and en- 
eouragement to the exerciſe ot buffoonery, and he took 
great delight in it himſelf. Happening once to bear 


faul, (returns the peer), he that made your majeſty a king, 
% Fpoiled the beſt tool in Chriſtendom.“ 


A country girl was ſent to market to ſell butter; and 


tleman took notice of her, bought all her butter, and in- 
fiſted upon her drinking with him, to which ſhe, with 
ſome reiuctance, conſented : and then he forced her to 
drink ſo much, that ſhe was quite intoxicated ; after that 
he aſked her to lie with him, to which ſhe very readily 
conſented. The next morning when ſhe returned home, 
her father and mother demanded the reaſon of her ſtaying 
out all night.—She immediately told them the whole at- 
fair, and with all, that ſhe lay with the gentleman all 
'night.—O you huſſy, cried the old man and woman, you 
are ruined ! O, mother, fays the girl, ſmiling, I wiſh E 
was to be ruined fo every "__ of my life, and live to the 
age of Methuſalem. 


When Mrs. Goodall firſt appeared in breeches at Drury- 
lane Theatre, with Mrs. Jordan, there was a diſpute be- 
twixt the ladies Which had the handſomeſt legs; the diſ- 
putants appealed to a literary gentleman preſent, who, 

from motives of delicacy, would not ſubſcribe to the opi- 
nion of either, but prudently ſaid, Mrs. Goodall's were 


he ſhould like tomething $e:ween both. 


A man 


"IR hard on one ot his Scatch courtiers, __ By my 


being a pretty cherry checked freſh coloured girl, a gen- 


too long, and Mrs. Jordan's too ſhort, and, for his part, 5 


and 
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A man going home late at night was ſtopped by the 
atroles, and aſked where he was going: be being intoxi- 
cated with liquor, told them—** He came from where 
they would like to have been, and was going where they 
dare not come for their ears.“ They then aſked his 
name and where he hved—** My name, (ſays he), is 
ſeven and twenty ſhillings, and where I live is out of the 
king's dominions.” Upon which they took him to the 
watch-houſe, The next day he was examined before the 
juſtice, tor the impertinent anſwers given to the patroles. 
Upon which he ſaid, ©* Pleaſe your worſhip, I was at a 
punch-houſe, where I had good liquor, that made me ſay 
they would wiſh to be there; and my going home, was 
to my wife, where they had no right to come; and my 
name is Moidore; I lite in Little Britain.” Which 
anſwer ſo well pleaſed the juſtice, that he was diſcharged 


immediately. 


A young lady aſked a widow her opinion of matrimony. 
Oh, Madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a heavenly life, if 
the firſt nighc would laſt always, 

When the late Philip York, Earl of Hardwicke, was - 
lord chanc—r, the authentieity of a will of one of 
his deceaſed friends, was litigated before him. As his 


lordſhip expected to be mentioned as principal legatee in 


this will, and found his expectations baulked, he took no 
{mall pains to deſtroy its validity, by brow-beating the 
witneſſes, and ſucceeded in this laudable purpoſe beyond 
his hopes, every one of them being diſconcerted except 
one, who was a country farmer. This honeſt yeoman per- 
ſifted in his evidence: through all the ſubtil windings of 
croſs examination, he ſteadily aſſerted that the will was 
authentic, and that he had put his hand to it as a witneſs. 
„Pray, (ſaid my lord), in what year, and on what day 
did you witneſs this will?“ © cannot be poſitive as to 
the particular day, (replied the farmer), but this I well 
remember, that when I came out of the houſe fram doing 
it, I was told that old York the attorney, your father, had 
hanged himſelf.” This blunt declaration ſtruck his lord- 
ſhip dumb, and the will was acknowledged legal and au- 
thentic, | 


An 
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An unhappy boy that kept his father's ſheep in the 


country, uſed to carry a pack of cards in his pocket, and 


meeting with boys as good as himſelf, would fell ro cards 


at the Cambrian game of \Whip-ber-ginny, or Englith one 
and thirty; at which ſport he would ſome days loſe a 
ſheep or two: for which, it his father corrected him, in 


revenge he would drive the ſheep home at night over a 


narrow bridge, where ſome of them falling beſide the 


bridge, were drowned in the ſwift brook. The old man 


being wearied with this ungracious dealing, complained to 
a juſtice, thinking to frighr him from doing any more the 
like. In brief, before the juſtice the youth was brought, 


where (uſing ſmall reverence, and leſs manners) the juſ- 


tice ſaid unto him, Sirrah, you are a notable villain, you 
play at cards, and loſe your father's ſheep. at one and 
thirty. The boy replied, that it was a lye. A lye, quoth 


rhe juſtice ; thou ſaucy knave, doſt thou give me the lye ? 


No, quoth the boy, I gave not you the lye, but you told 
me the lye ; tor I never loſt at one and thirty, for when 


my game was one and thirty I always won. Indeed, faid 


the juſtice, thou ſay'ſt true: but I have another accuſa- 


tion againſt you, which is, that you drive your father's. 
ſheep over a narrow bridge, where ſome of them are often- 


times drowned : That's a lye too, quoth the boy ; for 
thoſe that go over the bridge are well enough, it is only 
thoſe that fall beſide, which are drowned : whereto the 
juſtice ſaid to the boy's father, Old man, thou haſt brought 


in two falſe accuſations againſt thy ſon, for he never loſt 


your ſheep at one and thirty, nor where there any ever 
drowned that went over the bridge. 


Serjeant Maynard, an eminent counſellor of the laſt 
century, waiting, with the hody of the law, upon the 
prince of Orange (afterwards king William) at his arrival 
in London, the prince took notice of his great age, the 
ſerjeant being then near ninety. ** Sir, (ſaid he), you 
have outlived all the men of the law of your younger 
years.” I ſhould have outlived even the law itſelf, 
(replied the ſerjeant), if your highneſs had not come 


Over. | | > 


A pert young fellow in company with a lady of eaſy 


virtue, meeting Dr, Giffard in the foot path, behind the 
Pritiſh 


— 
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Britiſh Muſeum, afked him, in raillery, what age he was ? 


«© [can't tell preciſely, (ſaid the doctor), but this I know, 


and woui.' have You 4119 know, that an aſs is older at 
twenty than a man at ſixty,” 


A plain, downright Berkſhire countryman, being a 
witnels in a caulc at Guildhall, was aſked by Mr. Wal- 


lace, the counfel tor the oppotite party, How now, you 
fellow in the leathern doublet, 


what are you to have for 
ſwearing ?“ -“ Pleate your worſhip, (quoth the country = 

man), U vou get no more by bawling and ly ing than I do 
by ſu car av, you will foon be in a leathern doublet as 
well as 1.” 8 


A noble duke aſked ea clergyman once at the bottom of 
his table, war the +7 there was one, was always 
placed next to tha parica ? ** Really, (ſaid he), | can 
give NO Ic ſon tur it ; but the queition is fo odd, that I 
{hull never te : goole tor the future without thinking upon 
your lordiinp.““ | | 
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One of the kings of Deamark, when in England, told 
the kins and the duke ot Glouceiter, one diy at St. 
James? e, that lince he had bren married, he was grown 
tar; to which the king replied, “ Thar it he would ride 
with him, and walk with his brother, and do juſtice to 


his ſitter, he would not grow fat.“ 


The elector of Cologne is likewiſe an 3 One 
of the clectors {wearing one day profanely, alked a peaſant, 
ho ſeemed to wonder, what he was fo ſurpiiied at? 
To hear an archbiſhop ſwear,” anſwered the peaſant. 
wy ſwear, (replied che eleCtor), not as an archbiſhop, bur 
as a prince.“ 
the prince goes to the devil, what will become of the 
archbithop : + 


Dignum and Moſes Kean the mimic, were both taylors 
and intimate friends—Binniſter met them, under the 
Piazza in Covent Garden, arm in arm—* I never ſee 
thoſe men together,“ ſaid Charles, but they pur me in 
mind of one of Shakeſpeare's comedies,” But which of 
them, Banniſter?— 


„Why Meaſure for yy" 1 lady 


But, my lord, (ſaid the peafant,) when 
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A lady meeting a gentleman whom ſhe had not ſeen ſor 
ſome time, aſked him if he was married? “ No, madam,” 


replied he. How extremely well and freſh you look,” 


cried the lady, “ ſurely you make uſe of viper broth 2?” 
„On the contrary, Madam, (ſaid the gentleman), the 
cauſe I look fo well is, that J am not married, and conſe- 
quently have nothing to do with vipers.“ 


Shuter was at dinner one day in a promiſcuous com- 


pany—and, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, one of 


them got up and intreated, as a particular favour, he would 
begin to be comical. ** Gad, (ſaid Shuter) I forgot my 
fool's dreſs—but however, I'll go and fetch it, if you'll be 
my ſubſtitute till T return.” 
comical, and declared he would. Shuter then took his hat 
and cane—went away, and did not return at all. 


George Garrick, being one of Holland's executors, with 
his uſual good nature, undertook to manage the funeral in 
a way ſuitable to his friend's circumſtances, for which pur- 
poſe he went to Chiſwick, and ordered a decent vault, and 
ſuch other preparations as he thought neceflary. Holland's 
father was a baker. Foote was invited to the funeral, 


which he certainly attended with unfeigned ſorrow; for, 


excluſive of the real concerns for the loſs of a convivial 
companion, whenever he had a ſerious moment, he felt 
with very ſtrong ſuſceptibility. While the ceremony was 
performing, G. Garrick remarked to Foote how happy he 
was, out of reſpect to his friend, to fee every thing ſo de- 
cently conducted. You ſee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family 
vault we have made here.—Family vault, ſaid Foote, 
with tears trickling down his cheekz— Damme, if I did not 
think it had been the family oven. | 


. One day Socrates, having for a long time endured his 
' Wife's brawling, went out of his houſe and ſat down before 
the door, to rid himſelf of her impertinence. The woman, 
enraged to find all her ſcolding unable to diſturb his tran- 
quillity, flung the contents of a chamber pot on his head. 
Thoſe that happened to ſee it, laughed heartily at poor 
Socrates ; but that philoſopher told them, ſmiling, * I 


thought, indeed, after fo much thunder we ſhould have 
When 


rain.” 


The man thought this very 
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When the celebrated aftreſs, Mrs. Cibber, was in Dub- 
lin, ſhe ſung in the Oratorio of the Meſſiah. A certain 
biſhop was ſo ſtruck with the extreme ſenfibility of her 
manner, that he could not refrain from ſaying, loud 
enough to be heard by numbers round him, Woman! 
thy ſins be forgiven thee!” My 


A domeſtic once entering in a fright the ſtudy of his 


maſter, who was in deep thought and contemplation, ex- 
claimed, ** Sir, the houſe is on fire!” * Well (ſaid he) 
inform my wife of it: I do not interfere in the houſehold 
affairs.” | 


An old gentleman that poſſeſſed a great reſpect for men 
of uncommon literary talents, and who frequently con- 
verſed with Chatterton, at the Cyder-cellar in Maiden- 
lane, gave a looſe to his good-nature one evening, and 
requeſted the pleaſure of the poet's company to ſupper at - 
| his houſe. hen the cloth was removed, ſome very ſour 
wine was placed on the table, which the generous old gen- 
tleman praiſed extravagantly as he was filling Chatterton's 
glaſs, requeſting him at the ſame time to drink a bumper 
to the memory of Shakeſpear—The inſpired youth had 
not finiſhed his glaſs when tears ſtood trembling in his 
eyes, and inſtantly rolled down his cheeks. ** God bleſs 
me! (ſays the old gentleman), you are in tears, Mr. 
Chatterton.” © Yes, fir, (ſays the bard), this dead wine 
of your's compels me to ſhed tears, but by H they 
are not the tears of veneration !” 


A negro in the iſland of St. Chriſtopher had fo cruel a 
maſter, that he dreaded the fight of him. After exer- 
ciling much tyranny among his flaves, the planter died, 
and left his ſon heir to his eſtates. Some ſhort time after 
this death, a gentleman meeting the negro, aſked him how 
his young maſter behaved. “ I ſuppoſe, (ſays he), 
he's a. chip of the old block?“ No, no, (ſays the 
negro] maſſa be all block himſelf.” | 


All the teeth of a certain talkative lady being looſe, ſhe 
aſked a phyſician the cauſe of it; who told her, It pro- 
ceeded from the violent ſhocks ſhe gave them with her 


tongue.“ 
C Doctor 
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Doctor Barton being in company with doctor Naſh, 
who had juſt printed two heavy tolios, containing th an- 
'tiquities of Worceſterſhire, the warden dane ob- 
ſerved to the doctor, that his publication was deficient in 
ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſh, as was but natural, endea- 
voured to defend his volumes in the beit manner he was 


able. Pray, doctor, are not you a juſtice of peace?“ 


I am,” replied the doctor. Then, (ſays Barton), I 
adviſe you to ſend your work to the Houſe of Correction. 


At the aſſize of C.:rnarvon, where judge Barrington 
 prefided, a ſimple Weiſhman was tried for ſome petty of- 
tence. The judge in an auſtere manner, aſked him, 


What are you?“ To which the culprit replied, in his 


ſhire manner, My lord, I was fell ale by the pound!“ 
«+ Eh, (ſays the judge, not hearing him diſtinftly) How 
do you do, my friend?“ “ Pretty well, I thank your 
lordſhip ; I hope you are well,“ replied the ruſtic, with 
ſuch a ſimplicity in his manner, that threw the court into 
a fit of laughter that laſted for a quarter of an hour, His 
lordſhip was as merry as the reſt, and leaned to his caſe 
in ſuch a manner that he was acquitted, | 


The late Dr. Goldſmith, fitting one evening at the 


Globe Tavern, Fleet-ſtreet, called for a mu:ton-chop, 


which was no ſconer placed on the table, than a gentle- 
man with whom he was intimately acquainted, turned uf 

his noſe, and aſked how the doctor could ſuffer the waiter 
to place ſuch a ſtinking chop before him ? *©* Stinking ? 
(ſays the doctor), in good truth I don't ſmell it.” I 
never ſmelt any thing to diſagreeable in my lite, (ſays the 
gentleman); the raſcal deſcrves a caning for being ſo heed- 
leſs as to bring you ſuch carrion.“ In good truth, 
(replies the poet), I think ſo too; but I will be leſs ſevere 
in my puniſhment.” He inſtantly called the waiter, and 
after perſuading the poor fellow that the chop ſtunk worſe 
than aſafœtida, he inſiſted as a puniſhment that he ſhould 
fit down and eat it himſelf. The waiter argued ; but he 
might.as well attempt to beat Charles Macklin out of an 
opinion: the doctor threatened to knock him down with 
his cane, if he did not immediately comply with the pu- 
nifhment. When the waiter had ſwallowed half the chop, 


the doctor gave him a glaſs of wine, thinking, with his 


uſual 


_ ww we 
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uſual good-nature, it would make the remainder of the 


ſentence leſs painful. When the waiter had done, Gold- 


ſmith's friend. burſt into an horſe laub. What, in 
God's name, ails you now?“ (ſays the poet). Indeed, 
my dear friend, I could never think that any man, whoſe 
knowledge of letters were ſo extenſive as your's, could be 
ſo great a dupe to a ſtroke of humour ; the chop was as 
fine a one as Lever ſaw in my life,” * Was it? (ſays the 


doctor), then I ſhall never give credit to what you ſay 


again; and ſo I think I am even with you.“ 


When fir Elijah Impey was on his paſſage from India, 
he continually kept in the cabin from indiſpoſition, while 
her ladyſhip was in very goed health and 4 . 


deck. One fine day ſhe coaxed him out to enjoy a li 


air, and as he was walking the deck, it having blowed 
pretty hard the preceding day, a ſbart was playing by the 
fide of the ſhip.. Having never ſeen ſuch an object before, 


he called to one of the ſailors to tell him what it was. 


— aſked the queſtion: Why don't you know, an 
e 


pleaſe your honour ? ſaid the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Eli- 


jah; what is the name of it? Why, replied the tar, I 
don't know what name they know. em by aſhore, . but 


here we call em ſea. lawyers. 


A gentleman being: at dinner at a friend's houſe, the 


firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whi-- 


tings; and one being put on his plate he found it ſtink ſo 
much that he could not touch it: however, he laid his 
mouth down to the fiſh as if he were whiſpering to it; 
and then took up the. plate and put it to his own ear. 
The gentleman at whoſe table he was feated, enquiring 


into the meaning of this extraordinary behaviour, he told 


him that he had loſt a brother at fea about a fortmghr 
ago, and was aſking that fiſh if he knew any thing of him. 
Well, faid the gentleman pleaſantly, and what anſwer 
did he make you ?— Why, replied the other very gravely, 


he told me that he could not poſſibly give me any account 
of my deceaſed brother, as he had not been as fea theſe three . 


qveeks, 5 


Two men riding from Shipton to Burford; and ſeeing a a 


miller riding foftly before them on his ſacks, reſolved to 


C2 abuſe 
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abufe him; fo one went on one ſide of him, and the other 
on the other ſide, ſaying, ** Miller, now tell us, which 
art thou, more nave or fool?” © Truly, (ſays he), I do 


not know which I am moſt, but I gueſs I am berween 
both.” 


It was cuſtomary with marſhal Baſſompierre, when an) 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for heinous of. 
fences, to ſay to them y God, brother, you or I well 
certainly bc hanged! which was a ſufficient denunciation of 
their fate. A ſpy being diſcovered in his camp, was ad- 


dreſſed in this language; and next day, as the provoſt 


was carrying the wretch to the gallows, he preſſed ear- 


neſtly to ſpeak with the marſhal, alledging that he had 


ſomewhat of importance to communicate. The marſhal, 
being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and haſty manner It is the way of all theſe 
raſcals ; when ordered for execution, they pretend ſome 
frivolous ſtory, merely to reprieve themſelves for a few 
moments: however, bring the dog hither.” 


my lord, ſaid the culprit, when firſt I had the honour of 
your converſation, you was obliging enough to ſay, that 


either you or I ſhould be hanged; now I am come to 


know, whether it is your pleaſure to be ſo; becauſe if 
you won't, I muſt, that's all!“ The marſhal was fo 


22 with the fellow's humour, that he ordered him to 


releaſed. 


A man that had but one eye met early in the mornin 


one that had a crooked back, and ſaid to him, ** Frien d 


you are loaded betimes.” It is early, indeed, (replied 
the other), for you have but one of your windows open.“ 


A lawyer and his clerk riding on the road, the clerk 
defired to know what was the chief point of the law ? 
His maſter ſaid, if he would promiſe to pay for their ſup- 
pers that night, he would tell him; which was agreed to. 
Why then, ſaid the maſter, good witneſſes are the chief 


points in law, When they came to the inn, the maſter 


beſpoke a couple of fowls for ſupper ; and when they had 
ſupped, told the clerk to pay for them, according to agree · 
ment. O, fir, ſays he, where is your good witneſs 1 

A cer 
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A certain preacher held forth at St. Mary, without 


giving his auditory any ſatisfaction. Santeuil, who was 
preſent, ſaid, He did better laſt year.” A bye-ſtander 
aſſerted, he muſt be miſtaken ; for the preſent pulpit- 
thumper had not preached laſt year. That is the very 

reaſon,” ſaid the poet. | 


As the late dean Swift was once upon a journey, at 
tended by a ſervant, they put up at an inn, where they 
lodged all night: in the morning the dean called for his 
boots; the ſervant immediately took them to him; when 
the dean ſaw them, Hou is this, Tom, (ſays he), my 
bouts are not cleaned ?”? No, fir, (replied Tom), as you 
are going to ride, I thought they would ſoon be dirty 
again:“ Very well, (ſaid the dean), go and get the 
horſes ready: in the mean time the dean ordered the 
landlord to let his man have no breakfaſt. When the ſer- 
vant returned, the dean aſked if the horſes were ready ? 
« Yes, fir,” ſays the ſervant ; ** Go bring them out then, 
(faid the dean); I have not had my breakfaſt yet, fir, 
(ſays Tom); O5, no matter for that, (ſays the dean), i 
you had it you would ſoon br hungry again. They mounted 
and rode off: as they rode the dean pulled a book out of 
his pocket and began to read; a gentleman met them, and 
ſeeing the doctor reading, was not willing to diſturb him, 
but paſſed by till he met the ſervant. © Who is that 
gentleman ?” (ſaid he to the ſervant). It is my maſ- 
ter, fir,” (ſaid Tom); ** F know that, you blockhead,” 
(ſaid the gentleman), ** but where are you going? 
« We are going to heaven, fir, (ſays Tom). How 
do you know that?“ (ſaid the gentleman) ; © Becauſe I 
am faſting and my maſter is praying, fir ; fo I think we are 

in the right road to that place.” | 


A ſailor paſſing by a cooper's ſhop, and ſeeing a number 
of tubs piled above each other at the door, began to kick 
and tumble them about the ſtreet. The maſter coming 
out, and defiring to know the reaſon of this ſtrange pro- 
ceeding—** D—n ir, (replied Jack), why ſhould not 


= 


every tub ſtand upon its own bottom? 


While a ſailor's ſentence was proneencing, who come 
mitted a robbery on the highway, he raiſed a ** 
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rolled tobacco to his mouth, and held it between his teeth. 
When the ſentence was finiſhed, he bit off a piece of the 


tobacco, and began to chew it with great uneoncern. 


« Sirrah ! (ſaid the judge, piqued at the man's indiffer- 
ence), do you know that you are to be hanged ſhortly ?”” 
80 J hear,” ſaid the ſailor, and ſquirting a little to- 
bacco juice from his mouth, at the fame time. Do you 
know, (rejoined the judge), where you ſhall go when you 
die?” * I cannot tell, indeed, an't pleate your honour,”” 
ſaid the ſailor. © Why then, (cried the judge, with a 
tremendous voice), I will tell you > you will go to hell!“ 
Then, my lord, I hope I ſhall have the pleature of your 
company there.“ | 
of 


Two gentlemen diſputing about religion in Burton's 
coftee-houſe, ſaid one of them, I wonder, fir, you 
ſhould talk of religion, when V1 hold you five guineas 


you can't ſay the Lord's Prayer;”—* Done, (ſaid the | 


other), and fir Richard Steel ſhall hold ſtakes.” —The 
money being depoſited, the gentleman began with, ** 7 
bclieve in God, and ſo went cleverly through the Creed + 
Well, (faid the other), 7 own I have loft; I did not 
think he could haus done it. 


A courtier of queen Ekzabeth's, whom ſhe had long 
encouraged to hope for ſome favour, vexed at repeated 
diſappomtments, was one morning walking penſively in 
her garden ; when her majeſty, calling to him from a 
window, ſaid—“ Sir Edward, what does a man think of 
when he thinks of nothing?“ The knight, after a little 
pauſe, with a very low bow, anfwered—* Of a woman's 
promiſe, Madam!“ when the queen, who was moved at 
this reply, drawing inſtautly back, ſaid to thoſe about her, 
* I mult not contute bim; anger makes dull men witty, 
dut it keeps them poor.“ 


William Penn, the quaker, once waiting upon king 
Charles II. kept on his hat. The king, as a gentle rebuke 


for his ill manners, put off his own. * Friend Charles, 


(faid Penn), y doff thou not keep thy hat on? Friend 
Peun, (replied the king), it is the cuſtom of this place for 
no mere than one perſon ever yo be covered at a time.” 


A country 


1 


A country curate had a dog whom he was extremely 
fond of; the poor cur ſickened, and died; and his maſ- 
tei, in honour to his memory, gave him chriſtian. burial. 
This came to the biſhop's ear, who preſently fent for the 
curate, rallied him to ſome tune, with mengces ot the 
highe:tt degree, for bringing ſuch a ſcandal upon the 
function. My lord, (ſays the curate), it your lordfhip 
had but known the underitanding of this dog, both liviag 
and dying, and eſpecially, how charitable an end he made, 
you would not have grudged him a place in the church- 
yard, among his fellow pariſhioners.”—** Ho ſo?” 
1ays the biſhop :—*©** Why, my lord, (ſays the curate), 
when he found he was going to his long home, he ſent 
for a notary, and made his will. There is my poor 
lord biſhop in want, (ſaid he) and it is my will to leave 
him a hundred pounds for a legacy.“ He charged me 
to ſee it performed, and I have it here in a purſe ready 
counted for your lordſhip.” The biſhop upon the receipt 
of the money, and after ſecond thoughts, gave the prieſt 
abſolution, and found it a very good «will, and a very 
canonical burial, 


A certain captain, remarkable for his zncommon beight, 
being one day at the rooms at Bath, a lady noticing him, 


enquired who he was; when ſhe was informed of his fa- 


mily and connections, and that he had been originally in- 
tended for the church; to which ſhe replied, he was bet- 
ter ſuited for the fieeple. | 25 


Dr. Sheridan, the celebrated friend of Swift, had a cuſ- 
tom of ringing his ſcholars to prayers in the ſehool- room, 
at a certain hour, every day. The boys were one day 
very devoutly at prayers, except one, who was ſtifling a 
laugh as well as he could, which arole trom ſeeing a rat 
deſcending from the bell-rope into the room. The poor 
boy could hold out no longer, but burſt into an immo- 
derate fit of laughter, which cauſed the others to be guilty 
of the ſame miſdemeanor, when he pointed to the object of 
his riſibility. Sheridan was ſo provoked, that he declared 
he would whip them all, if the principal culprit was not 
pointed out to him ; which was immediately done. The 

r pupil of Momus was immediately hoiſted, and his 
poſteriors laid bare to the rod, when the witty fchool-malſ- 
| | 5 te r 
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ter told him, if he ſaid any thing tolerable on the occaſion, 
as he looked on him as the greateſt dunce in his ſchool, he 
would forgive him. The trembling culprit, with very 
litile heſitation, addreſſed his maſter with the following 
beautiful dittich : 
There was a rat—for want of ſtairs, 
Came down a rope—to go to pray'rs, 


Sheridan inſtantly dropped the rod, and, inſtead of a 


whippiag, gave him halt-a-crown. 


A young gentleman having the misfortune to bury five 
wives, being in company with a number of ladies, was 
ſeverely rallied by them upon the circumſtance. At laſt, 


oue of them pur the queſtion to him, how he managed to 


have ſuch good luck: Why, madam, ſays he, I Ine they 


could not live without contradiction, therefore. ] let them go 
their own Waye | 


A merry fellow got into a pulpit, before the parſon 


came, and ſaid, Brethren, in this land of Chriſtendom 


there are neither ſcholars enough, .gentlemen enough, nor 


jews enough. One anſwered him, and ſaid, that of all. 
theſe there were rather too great a plenty than a ſcarcity. 


He replied, “ That if there were ſcholars enough, ſo 
many ignorant dunces would not be beneticed. If gen- 
tlemen enough, ſo many plebeians would not be ranked 


amongſt the gentry. And if jews enough, ſo. many 


chriſtians would not profeſs uſury.“ 


A lady ſeeing the ſheriff of a county who was a very 


handſome young gentleman, attending the judge, who 
was an old man; a gentleman ſtanding by, aſked her 
which (he liked beſt, the judge or the fheriff? The lady 
told him the ſheriff, Why ſo? ſaid the gentleman: Be- 
cauſe, anſwered ſhe, tho' I love judgment well, I love exe» 
cution better. | 


Aman indicted at the Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer 
for a rape, ſet. up for his defence, that the profecutrix 
having . come into his garden to ſteal beans, he 
told her, it ever ſhe came again, ſhe ſhould not return 

without a green gown ; and this he proved by a * 
* 
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On being acquitted, Mr. Howard, a barriſter, remarkable 
for his humour, ſaid to him, My friend, you have taken 


a very good method to ſave your bacon, But a very bad 
method to ſave your beans. 


A certain gentleman, famous for ill-natured remarks, 


and ſarcaſtical expreſſions, and who had an offenſive breath, 


was very defirous of being introduced to the celebrated 
Mr. Gray; who, knowing his character, was equally 
ſolicitous to avoid his company. By chance they hap- 
pened to meet at ſome public aſſembly, and the gentleman 
embraced the occaſion of accoſting Mr. Gray, ** Sir, it is 
a very cold day!“ © Irs fo,” replied Mr. Gray. Upon 
my word, (rejoined the other), I rode out this morning, 
and the north wind was ſo keen that it cut me in ſuch a 
manner, that it was quite intolerable.” Sir, (replied 


the poet), from what I have heard of you, I ſhould ſuppoſe 


that the wind had the worſt of it.“ 


A gentleman having lent a guinea for two or three days 


to a perſon whoſe promiſes he had not much faith in, was 


very much ſurprized to find that he very punQually kept 
his word with him : the ſame gentleman ſometime after 
was defirous of borrowing a larger ſum—No, (ſaid the 
other), you have deceived me once, and I am reſolved you 
Hall not do it a ſecond time. 5 


A proud parſon, and his man, riding over a common, 
ſaw a ſhepherd tending his flock, and having a new coat 
on, the parſon aſked him in a haugbty tone, who gave 


him that coat? The ſame, ſaid the ſhepherd, that cloathed 


vou, the pariſh. The parſon, nettled at this, rode on 
murmuring, a little way, and then bade his man go back, 
and aſk the ſhepherd if he would come and live with him, 
for he wanted a fool, The man going accordingly to the 
ſhepherd, delivered his malter's meſſage, and concluded as 
he was ordered, that his maſter wanted a fool. hy, are 
you going away then? ſaid the ſhepherd. No, anſwered 
the other. Then you may tell your maſter, replied the 
ſhepherd, that his living cannot maintain three of us. 


Mr. Macklin, along with many others, accompanying 
the reanains of the late Mr, Barry to the grave, when they 
| | | got 


© 


got to the ſpot of interment, which was about the center 


of the left quadrangle of the cloiſters, Weſtminſter-Abbey, 
ſpoke to a gentleman who was with him to get up on ſome 
rubbiſh, for the better view; when the gentleman telling 


him, that if they ſtaid where they were, they could very 


well ſee the interment, which was all they wanted Not 
at all, fir, (ſays this ſtage veteran), I want to ſee an exact 
repreſentation of the whole, for I don't know how ſoon I 
may be called upon myſelf to be a principal performer in 
the ſame tragedy.” 


A certain captain who had made a greater figure than 


his fortune could well bear, and the regiment not being 
paid as was expected, was forced to put off his equipage ; 
a few days after, as he was „ alking by the road fide, he 
ſaw one of his ſoldiers ſetting louſing himſelf under a. 
hedge: What are you doing there, Tom? ſaid the 
officer, Why, faith, anſwered the ſoldier, I am follow- 
ing your example, getting rid of a part of my retinue. 


A gentleman aſked a lady at 'Tunbridge who had made 


a very large acquaintance among the- beaus and pretty 


fellows there, what ſhe: would do with them all? “„Oh! 
(faid ſhe) they paſs off like the waters!“ And pray, 
madam, (replied the gentleman) do they all paſs the ſame 


When the ſpeaker of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons was 
in London laſt ſummer, an Iriſh lad, the fon of one of his 
renants, whom he had juſt taken from-the plough tail, ae- 
companied him in the character of an under footman ; his 
maſter, who lodged at the bottom of Norfolk-ſtreet, ſent 
him one day to call a hackney coach ; in a few minutes he 
appeared with the carriage, having taken one of the 
horſes by the reins, and led them to the door. The 
ſpeaker navurally expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the abſence of 

the coachman; to which the fellow fimply replied, 

The devil a word your honour ſaid to me about a coach- 
man, you only told me to bring a coach, and ſure I found 
an ocean of them at the top of the ftrect.” However, 
Paddy went back to look for the man, who had juſt miſſed 
his carriage, and ſeemed almoſt diſtraQted at the circum - 
ſtance ; on obſerviag his whip in his hand, he went up to 
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him, and ſeized him by the collar, ſaying, © Sure 
enough, I believe you are the man my maſter ſent me for— 
now, bad manners to you !—who do you think will ride in 
your coach, without ſomebody to drive the horſes ?” and 
immediately brought him to his maſter, where it is hardly 
neceſſary to add, the man was made very happy by the 
recovery of his loſt goods. a 


The duke of Guiſe, after a battle fought between 


Francis I. and Charles V. reproached one Villandry, 


that though he was in complete armour, yet he had not 
been ſeen in the fight; I'll make it out, (anſwered Vil- 
landry, boldly), that I was there, and in a place where 
you durſt not be ſeen.” The duke, nettled at this re- 
proach, threatened to puniſh him ſeverely : but he ap- 
peaſed him with thefe words: I was, my lord, with the 
baggage, where your courage would not let you go.“ 


A countryman very much marked with the ſmall-pox, 
applied to a juſtice of the peace for redreſs in an affair 
where one of his neighbours had ill treated him; but not 
explaining the buſineſs fo clearly as the juſtice expected, 
Fellow (laid the juſtice in a rage) I don't know whether 
you were inoculated for the ſmall-pox or not, but I am ſure 


| you have been for flupidity.” * Why and pleaſe you (re- 


plied the man) perhaps I might, as you ſay, be inoculated 
for ſtupidity ; but there was no occaſion to perform that 
upon your werſhip, for you ſcem to have had it in the na- 
tural æuay. = | 


As a poor man was paſſing through Smithfield, who 
could hardly walk, he was ſtopped by a young man, who 
offered to carry him. No, (replied the old man), I 
ſball buy an aſs to-morrow.” | | 9 


Dr. Thompſon was a peculiar floven, and, in the 
practice of a phyſician, an utter and declared enemy to 
muffins, which he always forbad his patients. Being one 
day upon a viſit to lord Melcombe, at Hammerſmith, with 
Mr. Garrick, Mr. P. Whitehead, &c. the company were 
aſſembled at breakfaſt long before the doctor appeared: 
juſt as he entered the room, in an uncouth habit, lord 
Melcombe uncovered a plate of muffins, which Thompſon 


fixing 


191 


fixing his eyes upon, with ſome indignation, ſaid, My 


lord, did not I beſeech your lordſhip before, never to ſuf- 


& 
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ter a muffin in your houſe? To which his lordſhip archly ; 


replied, ** Doctor, I've an utter averſion to muffins and 
raggamuffins.“ | 


An old lady bcing at table, and mumbling a piece of 
brawn that was very horny, for a long time, at length by 


its elaſticity, it jumped out of her mouth upon the plate 


of a young gentleman, who ſat upon the oppoſite of the 


table; but he not ſeeing from whence it came, quickly | 
eat it up. Gocd lord, faid the old lady, what a fine thing 


it is to be young and have one's teeth; I have been mum- 
bling and tumbling that piece of brawn in my mouth this 
half hour to no purpoſe, and that young gentleman has 
chewed and ſwallowed it in a moment, 


A young clergyman uſed to be very prolix in his ſer- 
mons, which many of his congregation complained of ; 
among the reſt his mother took him to taſk about it; upon 
which he told her, that he did not know when to leave off. 
Well then, my dear, (ſaid ſhe), take notice of me, and 
I will, when I think your ſermon has been long enough, 
put my finger up to my noſe, after which you muſt take 
the firſt opportunity to conclude.” Accordingly, the 
next ſermon day, his mother was in her feat at church, 
which ſtood juſt oppoſite the pulpit, from whence her ſon 
had a full view of her, and watched for the ſignal ; this 
ſhe unfortunately gave, juſt as he was telling his hearers 


what virtues were neceſſary for them to practice; and | 


that if they failed to do them, they would. certainly be 
damned; which, (ſays he, in conſequence of his mo- 
ther's fign), that you may all be, God of his infinite 
mercy grant. 


A youth ſtanding by whilſt his father was at play, ob · 
ferving him to loſe a deal of money, burſt into tears; his 
father aſked him the reaſon why he wept ? Oh, fir, I have 
heard that Alexander the Great wept when he heard his 
father Philip had conquered a great many towns, cities, 
and countries, fearing he would leave him nothing to 
win ; but I weep the contrary way, fearing you will leave 
me nothing io loſe. | 
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At the Groſvenor trial in Weſtminſter-hall, a witneſs h; A rn 


being produced that had an enamelled noſe ; counſellor 
Dunning thinking to daunt him, ſaid, Now you are 


| | ſworn, what can you ſay with your copper noſe 2” © Why, 


by the oath I have ſworn, I would not change my copper 
noſe for your brazen face.” 2 


It was faid of a woman of the town, by a rake who knew 
her, and ſaw her in a priſon, that ſhe had now ſeen the 
four ages: the golden one, when her favours would pro- 
cure her a guinea ; the ſilver one, when they came down 
to halt a crown; the braſſen one, when ſhe was not beneath 
accepting copper; and at length the iron one, now ſhe 


was reduced to look through a priſon window. _ 


A lady of indifferent character, marrying a little de. 
formed man, a perſon aſked a friend of her's, how ſhe 
came to marry ſo diminutive and diſagreeable a man. O, 
replied the friend, it was only for a cloak; then ſays the 
other, I am ſure he will not anſwer the purpoſe, for he 
cannot cover her. | | 


Edmund Burke and the hon. Charles Fox, ſupping one 
evening at the Thatched Houſe, were ſerved with diſhes 
more elegant than uſual. Charles's appetite happening 
to be rather keen, he by no means reliſhed the kickſhaws 
before him; and addrefling the orator, My friend 


Burke, (ſaid he), theſe diſhes are admirably calculated for 
your palate; they are both ſublime and beautiful !” 


At one of the meetings in Normandy, a farmer, who 
had been choſen member for Falaiſe, being aſked what he 
had to propoſe to the aſſembly, anſwered, that the firſt 
— he ſhould make would be the deſtruction of pige- 
ons, rabbits, and monks. The duke of Coigny, who was 
preſent, aſking him the reaſon of his averſion to theſe ani- 
mals, he replied, —** becauſe pigeons devour our corn as 
ſoon as it is ſown, the rabbits when it comes up, and the 
monks when it is ripe and in ſheaf.“ Es 


The late doctor Glover, well known for being one of 


the beſt companions in the world, was returning from a 


en, when a 
chairman 


tavern one morning early, _ Covent Gard 


I # } 


chairman cried out, © A chair! your honour, a chair!“ 
Glover took no notice, but called his dog, who was a good } . 
way behind, Scrub, Scrub, Scrub.” Och, by J=s! | * 


(ſays che chairman), there goes a pair of you.“ 


A certain lady finding her huſband ſomewhat too fami- 
© Har with her chambermaid, turned her away, ſaying, 

Huſly, I have no occalion for ſuch fluts as you; I hired 
you to do your own bulineſs, not mine. 


Colonel Bond, wo had been one of king Charles the | 


Firſt's judges, died a day or two before Cromwell ; and it 
Was rongy reported every where, that the protector was 
dead; No, (ſaid a gentleman, who knew better), he 
has only given Bond to the devil for his turther appear- 
ance. 


Mr. R—, who reſides in Pall-mall, happening to 
ſpend the evening in the city, was requeſted, in his turn, 
to favour the company with a ſong, He politely declined 

ſinging, alledging he was fo ;ndifierent a performer in that 
Way, that any attempt on his part would rather diſguſt 


than entertain. One of the company, however, obſetved 


that he had a very good voice, and that he had had the 
pleaſure of hearing him ſing.— That may be, (reſumed 
the other, wiſhing to get excuſed), but as I am not a free- 
man, I have xo voice in the City,” 


A ſailor coming acroſs Blackheath one evening, was 


ſtopped by a toorpad, who. demanded his money, when a 
ſcuffle entued, the tar took the robber, who meeting ſome 
people, who perſuaded him to bear away with his prize to 
the juſtice of the peace, at Woolwich, which the tar did ; 


and when the magiſtrate came to examine into the affault, | 


he ſaid he muſt take his oath that he put him in bodily 
fear, otherwiſe he could not commit the man: the ſailor 
looking ſtedfaltly at the juſtice, anſwered, ** He, d—n 
him, he put me in bodily fear! No, nor any that ever 
lived ; therefore, if that is the caſe, you may let him go; 
for I will not ſwear to any ſuch lie,” | 
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N ; prior to which introduction the ambaſſador inform-- 
ed is majeſty, Mr. Firzgerald was a gentleman of ſuch 


amazing proweſs, that he fought thirty duels, and behaved 
ually Loves and honourable in them all. Then, 'Þ 


ihink, (ſays the king with a ſmile); this gentleman's life 
would make an admirable 1 to your renowned. 
countryman's hiſtory, Fack the Giant ll. 


At an entertainment given by the heads of the pariſh,. 
to which 12 Banniſter was invited, the company, 
when the glaſs 1 round a little, began to ſing and 
be _— whe the clerk of the r ſung very 


agreeably, was fo conſeious of his meri n to- 
grow very N and would not ſuffer any ge l 


Es on 


ak ks T ugh you make the company fin; 
TAS p 4 fo of a Say can ſee no = * 
Gould obj + them ods fo rey do rs 


by 200 mm wife, abuſing her huſhand on 


hary fifpgfition, told bim, that if ſhe was dead, - / 75 I 


mer 
would y the devil's eldeſt daughter, if he cop go 


thing by it. That's rye, the huſband; 
e of in is, ane can't parry uno fen. 


0 French gentleman. 


ing, familiarly, a 


marquis, named De Tierceville, to a lady of his bale — 


ance : ** Madam, (ſaid he), this is he, marquis de Tier- 
ceville, ang he is not ſo great a fool as he looks to be.“ 
I Madap, | 1 A Tierceville), F there lies he difference - 
between him and me.“ 


Jonathan Durant, who was- tried at the ha Norfolk 
affizes, for privately ſtealing a bridle from the ſhop of a 
ſadler, through the humanity of the jury, eſcaped the con- 
ſequentes of a capital conviction by their bringing! in a 
verdict guilty of ſtealing only; upon which, he imme- 
diately turned round aud chanked them for, their lenity, at 
the ſame time rehl adding, 1 aſſure you, gentlemen, 


J had no uſe for the bridle, 1 only meant to touch the bit, 


but I now find I had very nearly got a halter,” 
D2 | The 
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Tue late fir Robert Henley having received a commif. 0— words 
fion conſtituting him captain of the Etna fire-ſhip, wag could 


the ſame evening paſſing home to his lodgings, when a done 
fine madam meeting him in the ftreet, earneſtly intreated vile d 


the favour of a glaſs of wine: the baronet curfing her for woma 

a ſilly whore, ſaid, He was well content with one fire- - 
ſhip in a day.” | 1 Ac 
mw per ſot 
A wench coming to confeſſion, confeſſed abundance of where 
fins, but the chief was lying. with men. Well, (ys the zs an 
friar), whoredom is a thing which does much diſpleaſe it wa: 
God.” —“ I am ſorry for that, (ſays ſhe), for I am ſure note 
——_— 2: 


Mr. Palmer of Drury-lane theatre, (the ladies“ Mr. dinal 
Palmer), appeared at a rehearſal in a violent perturbation - 
of mind, on ſome intelligence he had juſt heard: Mr. alwa, 
Banniſter, requeſted to know what made him fo uneaſy? reaſo 
Monarchs, my dear fir, (ſays Palmer, with a tragedy have 
rut), monarchs have met with afflictions, then why ſhould | 


I grieve? My puppy of a brother, a cub, fir, has made A 
as bad a match as he poſlibly could make ; he was mar- fad 
Tied yeſterdar, and the girl is, as. peynyleſs as a third-rate 0 tries 
actreſs's dretſiog-woman.” * What is the lady's name?“ man 
ſays Banniſter : “ Sharp, I think they call her,” ſays | 
Palmer. My dear friend, (ſays Banniſter), 1 don't free A 
why you ſhould fret ſo; it was a muſical wedding, there ble 
was a flat and a ſharp!” I RW fe. dear 
| | | 5 thin 
A certain clergyman in the weſt of England being at he on 
point of death, a neighbouring brother, who had ſome in- mel 
tereſt with his patron, applied to him for the next pre- life 
_ ſentation ; upon which the former, who ſoon after re- To 
covered, upbraided him with the breach of friendſhip, and | 
faid, He wanted his death.” No, no, doctor, (fays 5 
the other), you quite miſtake; it was your {wing I * 


© wanted,” 


A certain lord who had a termagant wife, and at the 
ſame time a chaplain who was a tolerable poet, my lord 
deſired him to write a copy of verſes on a ſhrew, * I can- 
not imagine, (ſaid the parſon), why your lordſhip ſhould 
want a copy who haye ſo good an original.“ 

i | A French- 
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but not like wiſe,” . 


1 


A Frenchman who ſpoke very bad Engliſh, having ſome 
words with his wife, endeavoured to call her bitch, but 
could not recollect the name; at laſt he thought he had 
done it, by ſaying, Begar, mine dear, but you be von 
vile dog's wife. Aye, that's true enough, anſwered the 
woman ; the more's my misfortune. 


I | 
A coxcomb, who was by no means an Adonis in his 
perſon, was remarkable for looking at his face in a glafs 
wherever he met one; which was mentioned by a perſon 
as an inſtance of his conceit ; but another ſaid, he thought 
it was rather a mark of his courage; for it ſhewed he was 
not eaſily frightened. 


A biſhop was conſumed with the deſire of being a car- 
dinal. He envied the good health of his treaſurer, and 
ſaid, ** How do you manage to be always well, while I am 


always ill?“ The treaſurer anſwered, © My lord, the 


reaſon is that you have always a hat in your head; and I 
have always my head in a hat,” 


A gentleman talking of his travels, a lady in company 
ſaid ſhe had been a great deal farther, and ſeen more coun- 


tries than he. *©* Nay, then, madam, (replied the gentle- 


man), as travellers, we may lie together by authority.“ 


A lady that had married a gentleman, who was a tolera- 


ble poet, one day fitting alone with him, ſaid, Come, my 


dear, you write = other people; pr'ythee, write ſome- 
thing upon me. 

on me when dead? Oh! my dear, replied he, that's a 
melancholy ſubject! don't think of it. Nay, upon my 


life you ſhall, ſays ſhe ; come I'll begin. Here lies Bid. 


To which he anſwered, Ah! I wiſh ſhe did. 


A quaker came before two judges at an aflize in Ireland 
as a witneſs, when he made frequent uſe of the words al/o 


and lileauiſe : Pr'ythee man, (criedone of their lordſhips), 


why do you vary theſe words ſo often; have not they both 
the ſame ſig nification ?” No truly, (faid the quaker), 
their meaning is very different: as for example, Serjeant 
Bettſworth is a judge upon this bench, thou art one -a//0, 


D 3 A courtier 


et me ſee what epitaph you'll beſtow 
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A eouttier being ſuſpected of impotency, and always x 
denying the charge, met Benſerade, who had often rallied | 
aim on it, and ſaid, My good fir, notwithſtanding your 


precious wit, my wife was yeſterday brought to bed.“ 


What then? (ſaid Benſerade) ; nobody accuſed your 


wife.“ 


One day ſeveral ladies and gentlemen, among whom 
was Charles F—, went, in different boats, on a party of 


pleaſure on the Thames. By accident one of the boats 


overturning, all who were in it were ſouſed into the water; 


but in particular, a pretty young girl, who being in immi- 
nent danger, a gentleman leaped out of another boat to ſave 
ber. The girl, as ſoon as he ſwam to her, laid hold of 
him by the waiſtband of his breeches, which, with her 
pulling, ſoon gave way; and ſcarce knowing what ſhe did, 
ſhe laid hold of him by a place which ſhall be nameleſs ; 
however, he brought her aſhore, Afterwards, having got 
themſelves dried, and being at dinuer at a nobleman's 


—_ 


houſe, the cloth removed, aud the ladies withdrawn, the 
gentlemen began to laugh and joke with him who faved , 
the girl, on account of the odd part the had ſeized him by. 


Faith, (ſays Charles F—), I think ſne did quite right: 
me was afraid of being drowned, and, to ſecure herſelf, 


laid hold of what never goes to the bottom.“ 


When the earl of Wharton, who made ſo eminent a 
figure in rhe reign of queen Anne, was a ſtripling, during 


the lite of his father, a moſt formal Preſbyterian, there be- 


ing an extraordinary entertainment for ſome young gentry, | 


on the anniverſary of this hopeful ſon's birth, he was or- 


dered by the old lord to ſay grace; whereupon, turning 
ap his eyes, and aſſuming a puritanical countenance, he 
breathed the following ſtrain: 
«+ | pray God to ſhorten the days of lord Wharton, 
And ſet his .lon up in his place; | 
He'll drink, and hell whore, and ten thouſand things more, 
With as good a fanatical face.“ | 


The pious parent being deaf, and not hearing what he 


had ſaid, but perceiving he had finiſhed, very innocently 


gave his affent to ir, by an Amer, I pray God, Which, 


0 his great ſurpriſe, made the whole company burſt into 
a laughter, | a 
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Mrs. Macaulay having publiſhed her Looſe Thought, 


I } 


Mr. Garrick was aſked it be did not think it a ſtrange title 


for a lady to choole ? “ By no means, (replied be), the 
ſooner a. woman gets rid of ſuch thoughts, the better.“ 


The archbiſhop of Toledo ſtanding at a window, and 
Seeing a clown beat his aſs moſt unmercitully, opened the 
caſement, and called out, Have done, have done, you 
ſcoundrel, elſe I ſhall have you whipt.“ The clown an- 


ſwered, 85 Your pardon, good maſter I did not know my 
aſs had friends at court,” | 5 


One ſeeing a friend go before him in the ſtreet, called 
Hallo. A haughty German paſſing by at the time, aſked 
you to pals by while I was crying Hallo? 

Quan, the player, famous for his repartees, dined in.the 


country with a certain great duke, who made an apology 
for treating his gueſts only with port wine, becauſe his 


butler bad loſt the key of his claret cellar. After dinner, 


he took them into the garden to ſhew them an oſtrich; 
and, among other ſtrange qualities which appertained to 


that creature, told them it could digeſt iron. Then, 


my lord, (ſays Quin), I ſuppoſe it was he that ſwallowed 


| the key of your grace's cellar,” | 


The marchioneſs of C——, on being detected in her 


amour with Mr. B——, requeſted her maid would keep 
ita ſecrer, and if the other ſervants knew it, ſhe begged 


.ſhe would bribe them into ſecreſy, for which ſhe gave her 
four guineas ; ſaying, at the ſame time, if her mamma 


heard of it, ſhe was an undone woman! To which the girl 
ſmartly replied, © That could not be, for her lady ſhip 


was an undane woman already!“ 


Charles F—, when a boy, delighted in arch tricks. In 
his walks, on Eaſter Monday, meeting a blind woman, 
who was crying puddings and pies, he took her by the 
arm, and ſaid, Come along with me, dame, I am going 
to Moorſields, where this holiday time you may chance to 
meet with good euſtom. “ Thank'e kindly, fir,” 2 
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what .buſineſs he had to cry Hallo while he paſſed by? 
ox take ye, (ſays the Engliſhman), what buſineſs had 


[44 ] 
ſhe. Whereupon he conducted her to Cripptegate church, 
and placed her in the middle aiſtle. Now, (ſays he), 

ou are in Moorfields;“ which fhe believing to be true, 
immediately cried out, Hot puddings and pies! hot 
puddings and pies ! come, they are all hot,“ &c. which 
cauſed the congregation to buril into a loud fit of laughter; 


os 


and the cleik came and told her ſhe was in church, 
Lou are a lying fon of a whore,” ſays ſhe; which ſo 


cnraged the clerk, that he dragged her out of the church; 


ſhe cutüng and damning him all the while; nor would ſhe + 


believe him till ſhe heard the organ play. 


A gentleman in the country, whoſe wife had the mif- 
fortune to hang herſelf on an apple-tree, a neighbour came 
in, and begged he would give him a ſcion of that tree, 
that he might graft it upon one in his own orchard ;—tor 
who knows, ſaid he, but it may bear the ſame truit ? 


An Oxford vintner, complaining to his man that there 
were no bottles left, though he had laid in a large ſtock 
very lately—No wonder, (fays the fellow), for all thoſe 
that were meaſure you broke; and all thoſe that were not 
meaſure the ſcholars have broke. | & 


An old countryman, named Dobſon, who was married 
Hf to a termagant wite, went one Sunday to the pariſh-church, 
aud heard the parſon preach from the following words: 
„Take up your crofs and follow me.“ Dobſon was more 
than ordinary attentive to the diſcourfe, and as ſoon ag 
church was done, went directly home, and taking his wife 


upon his back by force, ran as faſt as he was able after the 


pariſon ; who ſeeing how the fellow was loaded, and fol- 
lowing him, aſked him“ what was the reafon of his car- 
Tying his wife in that manner?“ “Why, what a plague, 
(cries Dobſon), has your memory forgot already? did 
not your reverence tell us, that we mult take up our croſs 
and follow me? and I am ſure this is the greateſt croſs I 
have in the world: fo pray, Mr. Parſon, keep your word, 
or I'll follow you to the devil.” N 


The duke Philip of Borgona ſaid, © Of great lords 
ſpeak neither well nor ill; becauſe, if you ſpeak well, 
you lye; aud if ill, you are in danger,” 


During 


5 „ 

92 | | ens 
e), During the time of the attack on Sullivan's-iſland, - 
ue, general Lee was one day reconnoitering the communication 


hot | made by the bridge of boats between that place and the 
ch continent. As the balls whiſtled about in abundance, he 
r; — obſerved one of his aid-de-camps, a very young man, 
11.  fhrink every now and then, and by the motion of his body, 
fo | wiſhed to evade, if poſſible, the ſhot, ** *Sdeath, fir, 
+ (cried Lee), what do you mean? Do you dodge? Do you 
ne Know that the king of Pruſſia loſt above an hundred aid- 
: de-camps in one campaign?“ „ So I underſtand, fir, (re- 
plied the young officer), but I did not think you could 

f= | Apare ſo many,” 


1 | | | 
, An Enyliſh gentleman travelling to France, had made 
r choice of an abbot as wicked as himſelf, for the com- 


panion of his pleaſures : one of his countrymen told him, 

* That though the abbot and he differed about the way 
to heaven, they were in a fair way of going to the devil 
together,” | 


wy vw 9. WU 


James the Second, when he was duke of York, took it 
into his head to viſit Milton, merely out of curioſity.” In 
the courſe of their converſation, the duke aſked Milton, / 
* Whether he did not think the loſs of his fight was a 
judgment upon him for what he had writ againſt his father, 
Charles I. ?” Our immortal bard made the following re- 
ply : If your bhighneſs thinks that the calamities which 
zetal us here, are indications of the wrath ot heaven, in 
What manner are we to acc-unt for the fate of the king, 
your father? the diſpleaſure of heaven muſt, upon this 
ſuppoſition, have been much greater againſt {im han me; 
for I have only loſt my eyes, but he loſt his bead.” 


Dr. Johnſon travelling in the north of Scotland, could 
not fee a houſe or tree in riding a great many miles, no- 
thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſenting 
| themſelves before his view ; till at laſt he caſt his eyes on 

a crow that was perched on the itump of an old tree, kaw- 
| ing with great violence, and kawing for want of fuod ; 
which the doctor obſerving, could not help crying out 
f « Kaw, kaw, kaw, and be damn'd! if you will ſtay in 

ſuch a country as this, when you have wings to fly away.“ 
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At the laſt coronation, a gentleman paid fix guineas for 


2 ſeat in Weſtminſter Abbey; the initant the king entered, 
he turned to a 7 ntleman beſide him, and proteſted he was 
the greateſt fool in Britain. Indeed! (ſaid the gentle- 


man), how fo, ſir?“ * Why, fir, I have paid fix uineas | 
for a feat here ; when his —_— who can much better 


afford | it, comes in for a crotun 7 


— A gentleman, in king Charles the Second's time, who 
© ad paid a tediqus attendance at court for a place, and had | 
a thouſand promiſes, at length reſolved to ſee the kin 
himſelf; ſo getting himſelf introduced, he told his ma- 
jeſty what pretenſions he had to his favour, and boldly 
aſked. 7 for the place juſt e Ta ant. 1505 kipg Bear- 
ing bis tc tary, tgl tald him he jpit greey he place away: 
pon which the ear 90 4 f very ow obeiſance to 
e king, and thanked him Lint cs ; Aro he repeated 
often. The > 1 bow over thankful he was, 
called him again, and aſked the reaſon why he gave him 
ſuch extraordinary thanks, when he had enied ) 
_ fait? © The rather, and pleaſe your majeſty, » (replied the 
gentle man) , than if you gave me a thouſand put-offs ; but 
your majeſty has ſayed me all that trouble, and gene- 
rouſly given me my anſwer at once. © God's fiſh, (aid 
* King), thay hal hays the place for thy dowuright 
oneſty. 


. 


A gentieman, whole father had been robbed of 2 confi- 


Jerable quantity of plate, dined with the ſon of a 4 4 


man ſuppoſed vo have been a receiver, A 17 Wor 
am age 


tureen was brought to table without a cover. 
miring your tureen, ſaid the guett to his hoſt, not ſo mych 
for its taſhion or value, but from a very extraordinary Cir- 
eumſtance, which is, that & cover 71 ow got at home would 
exadlly fit it. 


In one of the engagements FEY the Franch at Cud- 
dalore during the late war, the tolſt regiment gave way, 
and their places were unmediately ſupplied by a battalion 
of black infantry ; a gentleman thortly atterwards in com- 
pany with colonel, Kenedy, then of the Madras Artillery, 
and converſing on the ſubject, ſaid, he was ſurpriſed that 
they gave way! and ſo am I too, ſaid the colonel, for they 

Are 


him bis : 


| had 
| hun 


of - 


are all tried men. How can you make out that? ſays the 


gentleman, for they are a new regiment, Oh, by I—s, 


tays the colonel, they were all long fince tried at the Old 


Baila. 


A good friar preaching upon the power of God, ſaid he 
had created nothing but what was perfect in its kind. A 
huach-back wag waiting for him at the door, faid, ** Fa- 
ther, I thank you for your ſermon : but do you really 
think that I, for inſtance, am perfect in my kind?“ 
„Ves, (ſaid the father, gravely), a perfect hunch-back, 


* 


ſurely.“ 
The famous Rabelais followed the cardinal of Lorrain + 


to Rome, and attended on him as his phylician. This 
prelate being gone to pay his duty to the new pope, Gre- 
gory XIII. was, according to cultom, admitted to the ho- 


nour ot kifling his holineſs's toe. Pabelais, who was pre- 


ſent, appearing ſurprized and ſhocked at the fight of ſuch a 
beaitly action, halled out of the room, and went away. 
The cardinal, on his return home, aſked him angrily, what 
made him run away before he was preſented to the pontiff, 
with the gentlemen of his retinue ? „I crave your emi- 
nency's pardon, (anſwered Rabelais), but, ſeeing you, 
who are a cardinal, a great prince, and my maſter, kils the 
pope's toe, I thought the greateſt honour that could tall to 

my ſhare, would be to kiſs his holineſs's backfide.” 


An officer of a diſbanded regiment applying to the pay- 
maſter of the forces for his arrears, told him that he was 
in the moſt extreme want, and on the point of dying with 
hunger. The treaſurer, ſeeing him ot a jovial and ruddy 
aſpect, told him that his countenance belied his com- 
plaint. Good, my lord, (replied the officer), for hea- 
ven's ſake, do not miſtake : the viſage you ſee, is not mine, 
but my landlady's; for ſhe has fed me on credit for above 
twelve months.“ : 


When Oliver firſt coined his money, an old cavalier 


looking upon one of the new pieces, read this inſcription 
on one ſide, God vith us: on the other, The Common= ||| 


awealth of England. I ſee, (ſaid he), God and the Com- 
monwealth are on different fides.” 2 
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An old lady meeting a Cambridge ſtudent, aſked him 
how her nephew behaved himſelf ? “ Truly, Madam, 
(ſays he), he is a brave fellow, and ſticks cloſe to Cathe- 


rine Hall;“ (the name of a college there). I vow, 


(ſaid ſhe), I feared as much: for he had always a hanker- 
ing after the wenches.“ 


A nobleman telling the huſband of a lady remarkably 
beautiful, that he could never look at his wite without 
breaking the Tenth Commandment ; *© Your lordſhip, 
(replied the gentleman), is welcome to break the Tenth 


Commandment as much as you pleaſe, provided you do not 
break the Seventh,” 


There was a grand maſquerade ball held at Paris, in the 
reign of Lewis XIII. who was a weak prince. 
jeſty, notwithſtanding his dreſs, was diſcovered by two 
young gentlemen, walking in the ball-room, with his arm 
round the waiſt of one of his miſtreſſes; one gentleman 
complained of the heat of the room, and made a motion to 
the other for them to adjourn to the King's Arms. No, 
(replied he), that will not do; the King's Arms is full; 
but if you think proper, we will retire to the King's Head, 
for that is quite empty.” 


Henry the Eighth of England and Francis the Firſt of 
France, were both princes of a very warm temper ; and 


the former having a deſign of ſending an angry meſſage 
to the latter, pitched or. fir Thomas Moore, his chancellor, 
for the meſſenger. Sir Thomas having received his in- 
ſtructions, told Henry, that he feared, it he carried ſuch a 
meſſage to ſo violent a man as Francis, it might coſt him 
his head. Never fear, man, ſuid the king; it Francis was 
to cut off your head, I would make every Frenchman now 
in my power a head ſhorter. I am much obliged to your 
majeſty, replies the facetious chancellor, but I much doubt 

F any of their heads auill fit my ſhoulders. 


Joannes Scotus, an Iriſhman, being in company with 
© Charles the Bald, king of France, that monarch merrily 
ſaid, ** What is the diffrence between a Scot and a ſot? 
Ccotus, who ſat oppofite to the king, ſaid, Only the 

breadth of the table,” _ 
| Re 


His ma- 
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The late king of Pruffia aſked fir Robert Sutton, at « 
review of his tall grenadiers, if he thought an equal num- 
ber of Engliſhmen could beat them. I will not affirm 


(ſaid fir Robert), that an equal number could beat them ; 


but I believe, from my ſoul, half the number would be 
willing to try.“ | 


Mr. A, phyſician of Milan, that cured mad 


men, had a pit of water in his houſe, in which he dipt his 


patients, ſome up to their knees, ſome up to the girdle, 


ſome up to the chin, as they were more or leſs affected. 


Oae ot them, that was pretty well recovered, ſtood by 


chance before the door; and ſeeing a gentleman ride by, 


with a hawk on his filt, and his ſpaniels after him, would 
needs know to what uſe all this preparation ſerved ? He 
made anſwer, to kill certain fowls. The patient demanded 


again, What his fowls might be worth which he killed in 


a year? He replied, nine or ten crowns. And when he 
urged him further, what his dogs, horſes, and hawks ſtood 
him in? he told him four hundred crowns, With that 
the patient bid him be gone as he loved his life and welfare: 
For, ſaid he, if our maſter comes and finds thee here, he 


will certainly put thee in his pit amongſt the madmen, up 


to the very chin. 


A gentleman obſerving in a genteel aſſembly, that Dr. 


Graham, notwithſtanding the notorious indelicacy of bis 


lectures, was a man of ſuch humanity, that he could not 
reconcile to himſelf the idea of feeding on animal food, and 


even wiſhed, it poſſible, to be cloathed, as well as fed, 


from the vegetative productions of the earth. To clothe 


the doctor, then, in his own way, (ſaid a lady, as re- 


markable for her vivacity as her beauty and virtue), his 
neckcioth ſhould certainly be made of hemp.“ 


A patriotic candidate applied to a yeoman of a certain 
county for his vote, promiſing to exert his influence to turn 


out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. ** Then I won't . 


vote tor vou,“ cried the farmer. Why not? (ſaid the 


patriot) 1 nought you was a friend to your country.—— 


8 Tam, (1cphed the yeoman), and for that reaſon I am 
not tor a change in the miniſtry. I know well enough 


how it is with my hogs; when I buy them in lean they 


cat 
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eat the devil and all, but when they have once got a little 
fat, the keeping them is not near ſo expenfive : ſo that I 


am for keeping the preſent ſet, as they will devour much 
leſs than a new one.“ HS 


— 


The emperor Charles V. having wandered up and down 
for a good while in a foreſt, where he had loſt his way in 
hunting, found himſelt at laſt near a public-houſe, whither 
he went to retreſh himſelf. As he came in, he eſpied four 
fellows, whoſe looks torbode him no good ; however, he 
put a good face upon the matter, ſat down, and called tor 
ſomething to eat and drink. The fellows who were lying 
down and pretended to be aſleep, thought fit to awake. I 
dreamed, ſaid one of theſe rufhans, coming near the empe- 
ror, That I was taking off your hat;“ and fo he took 


it. For my part, fays another, I dreamed that your 


great coat would fit me exactly;“ and without any more 
ado, he fairly ſtript him of it. The third paid him the 
ſame compliment, and ſtripped him ot his buff coat. The 
fourth rogue, with the ſame good manners, went about to 


take trom off his neck 2 gold chain, where a whiſile was 


hanging. Hold a little, fays the emperor, putting back 
bis hand, before you take this dear whiſtle from me, give 


me leave to teach you the virtue of it; you mf? do ſo. 


Then having given a loud whiitle, his attendants, who 
were looking for him, and by chance were got near that 
houſe, as ſoon as they heard the whiſtle, came in, and 
were very much ſurpriſed to find him in that condition. 
Why, ſays the emperor to them, here is a parcel of fellows 


who have juſt now made an end of dreaming whatever they | 


pleaſed; for my part l baue a mind to drcam too. Then 
having pauſed awhile, Well, added he, I have been dream- 
ing tat theſe tour rare dreamers were a pack ot rogues, 
and diſin we to be hanged; and I will have my arcam out this 


ery minute, This command was no ſooner given. but 


executed. nd all the four knaves were, without any more 
ado, hanged before the door of that neſt of thieves, 


Demetrius, king of Macedon, frequently retired from 
| bufineſs to indulge in ſenſual pleaſures : on fuch vocations, 
however, he uſually feigned indiſpofi- ion. His father, 
Antigonus, coming one da to viſit him duiivg his pre- 
tended illneſs, ſaw a beautiful young lady retire trom his 

. chamber. 
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tle ehamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his fire, told 
t | him that the fever had juſt left him“ I believe you, m 
ch ſon, (ſays Antigonus), for I think I met it at the door. 


The gallant admiral, James, duke of York, afterwards 
that prieſt-ridden monarch, James the Second, gained 
numbers of the Scotch by familiarity : when he and his 
| ſecond ducheſs went to Scotland, ſhe one day obſerving 
three covers upon the dining table, ** aſked the duke, for 

whom the third was intended?“ He anſwered, ** for ge- 
neral Dalziel, whom he had aſked to dine with him.“ 
The ducheſs refuſed to permit a private gentleman to fit 
at table with her. Dalziel, who had been in the Impe- 
rial ſervice, entered the room in the mean time, and hear- 
ing the ſcruple of the ducheſs, told her, he had dined at 
a table when her father bad ſtood at his back ;” alluding 
to the duke of Modena's being a vaſſal of the emperor . 
The ducheſs felt the reproof, and told the duke ſhe would 
never offend again the pride of proud men. 


Mr. Hare, formerly the envoy to Poland, had apart- 
ments in the ſame houſe with Mr. Fox, and like his friend 
Charles, had frequent dealings with the monied Iſraelites. 
One morning, as he was looking out of his window, he oh- 
ſerved feveral of the tribe aſſembled at the door for admit- 


tance. ** Pray gentlemen, (ſays he), are you Fox-hunting, 
or Hare-hunting, this morning?“ | 


A child of fix years of age, being introduced into com- Sm © 

pany tor his extraordinary abilities, was aſked, by an emi- 0 5 
nent dignified clergyman, ** Where God was ?” with the 
rofered reward of an orange. Tell me, (replied the 

at where he is not? and I will give you two!“ 


A parſon from the South, paid a vifit to an old fellow 
ſtudent, who had a living in Scotland: he went to church 
to hear his old acquaintance preach, when at the conclu- 
ſton of the fermon he told the congregation, that if they 
did not mend their lives, they would certainly go to Hell, 
and do ye ken what a place Hell is? it is colder than 
Greenland, or Iceland, and there you will be among trot 
and ſnow, and freeze to all eternity. As the two clergy» 
men were returning together, he from the South could 

| | "© not 
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not help expreffing his ſurprize, that he ſhould tell his 
auditors that Hell was a cold place, when he always told 
his congregation that it was burning hot and everlaſting 
fire. Ah! friend, replied the other, you dinna ken the 
difference between the North and the South; had 1 
preached that it was hot, inſtead of cold, I ſhould have 
_ preached to an empty church, for they'd all have gang'd 
to Hell to warm themſelves. 


Mr. Sharp the ſurgeon, being ſent for to a gentleman 

who had jul received a flight wound in a rencontre, gave 
orders to his fervant to go home with all haſte imaginable, 
and fetch a certain plaiſter: the patient, turning a little 
pale, Lord, fir, (ſaid be), I hope there is no danger?“ 
Fes, indeed is there, (anſwered the ſurgeon), for if 


the fellow does not ſet up a good pair of heels, the wound 


avill heal before he returns. 


A Quaker enquiring after the health of a certain ws 


bleman, was told that he was exceſfively affſicted with the 
gravel !—1 am glad of it, ſays the Quaker. How! cried 
the other, glad that his lordſhip is troubled with the 
gravel? —T tell thee, friend, I am glad, replied the 
Quaker, extremely glad; becauſe I hope, fince he is ſo 
much gravelled, that he will endeavour to mend his 
Ways. g | 


Soon after the peace of Vervins, Henry IV. of France 

returning from hunting, in a plain garb, and only two gen- 
lemen with him, crofled the river Seyne in a common 
erry-boat, Perceiving the waterman did not know him, 
he aſked him, what people faid of the peace? Faith, 
(anſwered the waterman), as to this fine peace, I know 
nothing of it; but every thing I know is taxed, even to 
this old tool of a boat, ſo that J can ſcarce get a living.“ 
& Well, (continued Henry the Fourth), but does not the 
king intend to fee the people eaſed?“ “ The king, (re- 
plicd Charon), is w*!! enough of himſelf ; but has a miſ- 
treſs, who mult have {5 many fine cloaths and gewgaws, 
and it is we pay for all : however, if he had her to himſelf, 


it would not be fo much, but ſhe is deviliſhly belied, maſ- 


ter, if ſhe does not play the beaſt with two backs with ſome 
ethers.” The king, who had been exceſſively mm 
| | wit 
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with this colloquy, ſent next morning for the waterman, 


and made him repeat before the ducheſs of Beaufort, 
without mincing a word, what he had ſaid the evening 


before. Her grace was ſo. incenſed, that nothing would 
ſerve her, but the king muſt immediately order him to be 
hanged. ** Pho! (faid the good-natured monarch), are 
you mad? Don't you ſee he is a poor devil, ſoured by dif- 
treſs. His boat ſhall pay no tax, and then he'll be con- 
tinually finging, Vive Henri Vive Gabrielli 1”? 


A poor woman aſked charity at the door of a dignified 
clergyman, who bid her begone in a very ſurly manner, 
yet ſtill ſhe kept curtſeying to him, till at laſt he ordered 
her ſome ſtale cruſts, and bid her go about her bufineſs. 
She made another curtſey, and begged one favour of bim. 
Not one farthing of money, ſaid he. I do not atk for 
money, ſaid ſhe ; I 4m a poor ignorant woman, and only 
requeſt you would teach me to ſay my prayers. When 
he underſtood that her requeſt would coſt him nothing, 
he told her ſhe muſt ſay aber him, Our father which 
art in heaven,” —Stop, ſaid the woman, what did you ſay 
our father; is my father your father? Yes, ſaid he, he is 
the univerſal father of all. O, faid the woman, what a 
cruel brother are you to behave fo to your own ſiſter! Are 
you not aſhamed to give me theſe mouldy cruſts, while 


you live on the fat of the land? This mode of argument 
was not to his mind; it was a fort of logic he did not 


chooſe to underſtand, ſo he puſhed his ſiſter down the ſteps, 


and ſhut the door againſt her. | 


A man more tender of his wife than himſelf, ufed to 
make her go to bed firſt in the winter-time, and called her 
his warming-pan ; which ſhe not well reliſhing, went ac- 
cording to her uſual cuſtom to warm his bed, and left 
ſomething ſmoaking in the place : he ſuddenly leaped into 
it, and finding himſelf in a ſtinking pickle ; Wife, ſaid 
he, I am beſhit: No, huſband, ſaid ſhe, it is but a coal 
dropt out of your warming- pan. 


A Dutch merchant in Amſterdam had fold a thouſand 
pounds worth of gloves to ſome Jews, who not ſtanding to 
their bargain when they brought their money, would 
have but half, The ns aan deſired a lutle time 
| 3 to 
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to ſort them, and told them they ſhould bave half; ſo he 
commanded his men to put ** all the right-handed gloves 
in one parcel, and the left in another.” When the Jews 
dame again, he bid them take their choice; which being 

done and the money paid, they began to pack up ; bur 
perceiving at laſt they were all for one hand, they were 
forced to take the reſt at the merchant's rate. 


A poor taylor being releaſed from a troubleſome world 
and a ſcolding wife, went to heaven : Peter aſked him if 
he had been in purgatory ? No, ſaid the taylor, but I 
have been married. O! ſays Peter; that's all the ſame. 
The taylor had ſcarce got in at the gates, before a fat 
| turtle-cating alderman came puffing and blowing, — Hallo, 

you fellow, ſaid he, open the door? Not fo faſt, ſays 
Peter ; have you been in purgatory ? No, faid the alder- 
man; but what is that to the purpoſe ? you let in that 
poor half-(tarved taylor, and he had been no more in pur- 


gatory than I, But he had been married, ſaid Peter. 


Married, ſaid the alderman; why I have been married 
twice. Then pray go back again, ſaid Peter, heaven #5 ns 


place for fools, 


Artaxerxes being routed in a battle, and put to flight, 
after his baggage and provificns had been plundered, 
found himfelt fo preſſed with hunger, that he was reduced 
to eat a piece of barley-bread, and fome dry figs. But he 
found ſuch a reliſh in them, that he cried out, O, Gods! 


how many pleaſures has plenty deprived me of, to this 
hour? | 


A woman, that drank pretty freely of the juniper, 
having been married fome years and never had any chil- 
dren, ſeeing her huſband ſowing carrot feeds; John, ſays 
ſhe, 'tis very {ſtrange that the feed you ſow here ſhould 
come to perfection, when the ſecd you ſow in the bed 
above ſtairs comes to nothing. Wife, replied the gar- 


dener, the reaſon is, becauſe my ſeed is too much watered. 


An old fellow aſking a young rake, whoſe affiduities 
with his daughter gave him much uneafineſs, upon what 
foot it was that he came to ſec his daughter Upon 
the bed's foot, replied the rake. | 


The 


— 
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The khalif Haron Arriſhed was accoſied one day by 
a poor woman, who complained that his ſoldiers had pil- 


laged her houſe, and laid waſte her grounds. The khalif/;/ . 


delired her to recollect the words of the Alcoran, ** That 
when princes go forth to battle, the people through whoſe 
fields they paſs, mult ſuffer.” —** Yes, (ſays the woman), 
but it is alfo written in the ſame book, That the habi- 
tations of thoſe princes, who authorize injuſtice, ſhall be 
made deſolate.” — This bold and juſt reply had a power- 
ful effect upon the khalif, who ordered immediate repara- 
tion to be made. | 

A gentleman travelling on the road, ſeeing a man 
fanding at the door, aſked him if he was matter of the 
houſe—1 don't know, he replied, as my wife and I have 
juſt quarrelled ; but I'll ſtep in and fee. He returned, 
and told the gentleman he was maſter; and pray what is 


your butfineſs ? Only, replied the gentleman, to direct me 


the neareſt road to the next town. 


It was a beautiful turn given by a great lady, who be- 
ing aſked where her huſband was? when he lay concealed 
for having been deeply concerned in a conſpiracy ; reſo- 
lutely anſwered, She had hid him.” This confeſſion 
drew her before the king, who told her, nothing but the 
diſcovery of the place where her lord was concealed, | 
could ſave her from the rack. And will that do?“ 
ſays the lady. Yes, (ſay\, the king), I give you my 
word for it,” * Then, (lays ſhe), I have hid him in my 
heart, where you'll find him.” Which ſurpriſing anſwer 
charmed her enemies, and had the deſired effect. 


A young woman, named Cunny, who was of -a free, 
merry, yet innocent diſpoſition, happened to lodge in the 
ſame houſe with a gentleman, whoſe name was Parſley : 
the latter being aſked, one day, how he liked miſs Cunny ? 
—Very well, anſwered he : but I ſhould like her mu 
better, if ſhe was ſtuffed with Parſley. 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal it, 
was continually boaſting of his riſe from a private man. 
His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever ſee me do fo and 
ſo when I was a private ſoldier. One day in the 2 
a 0 


and leap after the maggot in your head,” 


[ 1. 


of St. Euſtatius, as he was reviewing the troops, he took 
notice of a man in the ranks who was very dirty. Going 
up to him ſaid he, How dare you appear in that naſty 
condition; your ſhirt's as black as ink! Did you ever ſee 
me with ſuch a dirty thirt ?? No, your honour, anſwered 
the man; to be ſure, your honour, I never did; but then 
your honour will pleate to recollect, that your honour's 
mother was a waſbercuoman. 


A lady was making a viſit at a houſe, where ſhe ob- 


ſerved that as the company withdrew one. by one, all the 
reſt began to pull them to pieces. The clock ſtruck twelve 
be fore (he attempted to ſtir, when a perſon who came with 


her aſked her if the defigned to ſleep there? “Be quiet; 


(ſays lhe), I am ſtaying to watch myſelf,” 


One ſwore an eel was the longeſt lived of all creatures ; 


for it lived longelt after it was dead. 


Three young conceited wits, as they thought them- 
ſelves, paſſing along the road near Oxford, met a grave 


old gentleman, with whom they had a mind to be rudel 
merry. Good-morrow, father Abraham, ſaid one: Good. 
morrow, father Iſaac, ſaid the next: Good-morrow, father 
Jacob, cried the laſt, I am neither Abraham, Iſaac, nor 
Jacob, replied the old gentleman, but Saul, the fon of 
Kiſh, <vho cent out to fee his father's aſſes, and lo! hers I 
bave found them | 2 


Dy Alexander the Great aſked Diomedes, a famous pirate, 
who was brought priſoner to him, ** why he was ſo bold 


as to rob and plunder in his ſeas? He anſwered, ** that 
he did it for his profit, as Alexander himſelf was uſed to 
do it. But, becauſe I do it with a fingle galley, I am 


called a pirate; but you, fir, who do it with a great army, 


are called a ling.“ This bold anſwer fo pleaſed Alex- 


ander, that he ſet him at liberty. 


A ſcholar of Chriſt-Church that was whimfical, or, as 


we uſed to ſay, that had a magget in his head, always 


complained that when he eat fiſh, they would riſe in his 
ſtomach. \* No wonder, (quoth another), for they riſe 


Some 
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Some gentlemen went to ſup at a tavern, where th 


ordered ſome fiſh, which happened to be very ſtale. When 


the bill was brought the charge was extravagant, which 
one of the company finding fault with the landlady for, 
another excuſed her by faying, that they muſt conſider 
e ſhe had been out of her money a great while.“ 


On a trial at the Admiralty Seſſions, for ſhooting a ſea- 
man, the counſel for the crown aſking one of the witneſſes 
which he was for, plaintiff or defendant—Plaintiff or de- 
fendant ! fays the ſailor, ſcratching his head, avhy don't 
noc what you mean by plaintiff or defendant. I come to 


ſpeak for that man there! pointing at the priſoner, —You - 


are a pretty fellow for a witneſs, ſays the counſel, not to 
Eno tu what F. or defendant means Some time aſter, 
being aſked by the ſaid counſel what part of the ſhip he 
was in at the time: Abaft the binnacle, my lord, ſays the 
ſailor. Abaft the binnacle! replied the barriſter, MBat 
part of the ſhip is that ?—Ha! ha! ha! chuckled the 
failor, are not you a fellow for a counſellor, (point- 
ing archly at him with his finger) not 10 duo what abaft 
the binnacle'is ! = EIT | 


A gentleman in a coffee-houſe hearing a coward ſpeech- 


ing it ſtoutly in favour of courage, ſaid, it put him in mind 


of what he had once ſeen at a ſhuw,—a hare beating a 
Sas 


Santeuil was the firſt who let fly the ſhafts of ſatire 
againſt the Monks. A Provoncal gentleman complained 
to an attorney at Paris, that he had been cheated by a 
Monk. What, fir, (ſays Santeuil, who was preſent), a 
man of your years not to know the Monks !—There are 
(continued he) four things in the world you ſhould always 
guard againſt—the face of a woman, the hind part of a 
mule, the ſide of a cart, and a Monk on all ſides.“ 


Lord H —n aſſured à young lady that he would 


do any thing to ſerve her. If I was poor and neceffitous, 


(faid the lady), I make no doubt but you would expreſs 
yourſelf in a different manner.” —** Indeed, madam, I 


would not, (replied his lordſhip) ; for if you was zaked I 
would cover y. Dn. 


EG An 


1 
An arch boy, belonging to one of the ſhips of war at 
Portſmouth, had purchaſed of his playfellows a inagpye, 
which he carried to his father's houle, and was at the door 
feeding it, when a gentleman in the neighbourhood, who 
had an impediment in his ſpeech, coming up, T—-T— 
T—Tom, (lays the gentleman), can your mag t—t— 


talk yet?“ © Ay, fir, (ſays the boy), better than you 
or Fd wriog his head of” TR 


The celebrated Michael Angelo having received ſome 
inſult from one of the cardinals of Rome, in revenge 


painted a moſt ſtriking likeneſs of his enemy, and placed 


him among the damned, ſuffering the torments of hell. 
The ſatire had its effect. It was the topic of general ad- 
miration and merriment. The cardinal, ſtung with the 
bitterneſs of the caricature, complained to his holineſs. 
Pope Leo was too much a lover of the fine arts to gratify 
the cardinal's defire, and therefore told him, that he had 
it not in his power to pyniſh the offender. . If, (faid he), 
the inſult had been laid in heaven, or the earth, or even 
in purgatory, I could perhaps have redreſſed you, for I 


have ſomething to ſay in all theſe places; but 1 have no 


Intereſt in hell.“ 


|  Alady being ill, ſent for a phyfician, and on his leav- 
ing the room, gave a fee of two guineas. This ſhe re- 
peated ſeveral times, and one day ſhe gave him a fingle 


guinea. This by ſome accident fell upon the floor, when 
the doctor picked it up, and turning to the lady, with a 


fignificant look, ſaid, Madam, I believe I have dropt a 
uinea.“ No, doctor, (replied the lady, ſmartly), 
*twas I who dropt the guinea.“ 


An unfaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor to pay 


his bill ſoon after the receipt at it, but not meeting with 


him at home, mentioned to his wife, that a pair of ſilk 


breeches was charged, which he never ordered. Iam 


always willing to pleaſe my huſband's cuſtomers, and if 
| you will jult ſtep into the next room, I vill tate off your 
breeches immediately. 


An old Roman ſoldier being involved in a law-ſuit, 
implored the protection of Auguſtus ; who referred him to 


One 
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one of his courtiers, for an introduction to the judges : on 
which the brave veteran, pique at be emperor's coolneſs, 
exclaimed—** I did not uſe your highnels thus, when you 
was in danger at tne battic of Actium ; but ivught tor you 
my elt!“ Diſclofrg, at the ſame ume, the wounds he had 
received on tiiac mew ograble occaſion. This retort fo af- 
fected Auguſtus, that he is ſaw to have perſonally pleaded 
the ſoldier's cauic. 


Pope, who, whatever his other good qualities might be, 
certainly was not much troubled with goodnature ; was 
one evening at Button's coffee houie, where he and a ſer 
ot licerati had got poring over a manuſcript of the Greek 
comic poet Ariſtophanes, in which they found a pafſage 
that none of them could comprehend : as they talked 
pretty loud, 2 young officer who ftood by the fire, heard 
their conterence, and begged that he might be permitted 
to look at the paſſage. ** Oh! (fays Pope, ſarcaſtically), 
by all means; pray let the young gentieman look at it.“ 
Upon which the officer took up the book, and, conſidering 
awhile, ſaid that there only wanted a note of interrogation 
to make the whole intelligible : which was really the caſe. 
„And pray, matter, (iays Pope, piqued, perhaps, at be- 
ing vut-done by a red-coat), what is a note of interro- 


gation? -“ A note of interrogation, (replicd the youth, 


with a look of the utmoſt contempt), 1s a little crooked 
thing that aſks queſtions.” Tis ſaid, however, that Pope 
was ſo delighted with the wit, that he forgave the larcaſm 

on his perſon. | | 


Two friends, who had not ſeen each other for a long 
while, met one day by accident. How do you do? fays 
one. 80 fo,” replied the other ; ** and yet I was mar- 
ried ſince you and I were toyether.”—'That is good 
news.—** Not very good—for it was my lot to chooſe a 
termagant. It is pity.— I hardly think it ſo— for ſhe 
brought me two thouſand pounds.” — Well, there is com- 
fort !\—** Not ſo much —fot with her fortune 1 purchaſed 
a quantity of ſheep, and they are all dead of the tot. — 
That is indeed diſtreſſing!—“ Not fo diſtreſſing as you 
may imagine—for by the ſale of their ſkins I got more 
than the ſheep coſt me.“ In that caſe you are indem- 
nified, —** By no means for my houſe and all my * 
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have been deftroyed by fire.” —Alas ! this was a dreadful 
mistortune !“ Faith not ſo dreadful—tor my termagant 
wite and my houſe were burued together.“ | 


Such is the force of female curioſity, that lady Wallace, 
who is never at a lols for an anſwer, one day affected to be 
wanting on that point: “ Pray, fir, (ſaid her ladyſh'p to 

a countri gentleman), I am often aſked what age Iam; 
what anſwer ſhould I make?“ The gentleman immediately 
guetling her lady ſhip's meaning; ſaid, Madam, when 
you aic aſked that queſtion again, anſwer that you are not 
yet come to years ot diſcretion.” 


A certain pope being informed that ſome Jews were de- 
firous of the honour ot an audience, faid—* Jews ! No. 
How can they expect to be admitted, who were the mur- 
derers of our dear Saviour!“ But, hearing afterwards that 
they were much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a 
ver; valuable pretent for his holineſs, as a token of their 


reſj ect, he cried, with a ſeemingly careleſs air, Well, 


well, admit them, poor uninformed ignorant wretches ! 


they new not what they were doing.“ 


A waid ſervant, of the Roman Catholic religion, living 
in a Proteflaut family in Ireland, was perſuaded by her 
. miſtreſs, one Sunday, to go to the eſtabliſned church, 
where the leſſons happened to be thoſe in which frequent 
mention is made of Mary Magdalen, The wench coming 
home, her miſtreſs aſked her how ſhe approved ot the ſer- 
vice? © Faith, madam, (faid ſhe), I liked it very well; 
bur J litele thought to bear the miniſter talk ſo much of 
Molly M: Dillon, my ſhoemaker's wife.“ 


The whimfical and immortal author of Triſtram Shandy 


was married to Mrs. Sterne on a Saturday morning, his 

pariſhioners had timely intormation of this circumitance, 
and knowing he would preach the next morning at his 
parith church, alſo deſirous at the fame time of ſeeing the 
| bride, they afſembied in ſuch crowds, that the church was 
full before the bell had done tolling. The bride, as was 
expected, made her appearance, and the country folks n- 


dulged themſelves with the uſual oblervaticns, till Sterne 


mounted the pulpit : here every eye was directed to oy 
and 
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and every ear ready to catch the words of his text, which 
turned out, to their aſtoniſhment, to be the following: 
e have toiled all night, and have caught no fiſh.” 
The congregation looked at each other, tome ſmiled, 
others ſtopped their mouths with their handkerchiefs, to 
prevent them from laughing, while the old folks wore 
very ſerious faces, and thought the humouriſt a very odd 
fort of man for a pulpit lecturer: however, they attended 
to his diſcourſe, which turned out, as uſual, very in- 
ſtructire; and all went home very highly delighted with 
the text, but poor Mrs. Sterne, who bluſhed down to her 
linger-egds every ſtep-of the way to her houſe, 


A gentleman lately deceaſed, who was much employed 
by the nobility to ſuperintend works of taſte, having 
finiſhed an expenſive head-piece to a canal for a certain 
noble duke, after ſome ſhort time it was diſcovered to 
Teak; on which the ducheſs expreſſing ſome diſappro- 
| bation, the deſigner pertly replied—** I thought your 
grace had known it is the faſhion of the times to run out.” 


An Iriſh counſellor having loſt — which had 
been tried before three judges, one of whom was eſteemed 
a very able lawyer, and the other two but indifferent, ſome 
of the other counſellors were very merry on the occaſion. 
Well, now, ſays he, who the devil could help it, when 
there was an hundred judges on the bench ? An hundred! 
ſaid a ſtander-by ; there were but three. By St. Patrick, 
replies he, there <vas a figure of one and two cyphers. 


During the great Frederick's laſt painful Hlaeſs, that 
eminent phyſician, Dr. Zimmerman of Hanover, attended 
him. One day, when he waited upon his majeſty, the 
king ſaid to him, You have, fir, I ſuppoſe, helped many 
into another world.“ Not ſo many, (replied Zimmer- 


man), as your majeſty, nor with ſo much hogour to my- 
ſelf.” 


A man, whoſe wife had for ſome time been indiſpoſed, 
oing home one evening, was informed by the ſervant that 
he was dead. Well, (ſaid the huſband), I am going to 
the club; ſend for me, it I ſhould be wanted.“ In about 
two hours hc returned, and IM going to bed as _ 
| when 
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when the maid cried out—* Lord, ſir! don't go there! 
1 have made a bed for you in the other chamber.” —* Yes, 
but I will, Betty, (returned he): I never yet had a peace- 
able day with her, and am determined to have one quiet 
night before we part.” | 


A lady of diſtinction who had wrote many romances, 
aſked biſhop Law, How ſhe could get up to the world in 
the moon, which he had diſcovered ; for as the journey 
muſt needs be very long, there would be no poſſibility of 
going through it without reſting on the way? Oh, ma- 
dam, (ſaid the prelate), your grace has built ſo many 
caſtles in the air, that you cannot want a place to bait at.“ 


A late chancellor of the Exchequer, who lived in the 


Houſe at preſent occupied by Mr. Pitt, and which belongs 
to that office, on quitting it after his diſmiſſion, proteſted 


he would never again live in a hor/e of office. 


A pretty young woman being at Vauxhall to ſee the 
fire-works on his majeſty's birth-day, and complaining of 


her ſhortneſs, a young man offered her to ſtand on his 


ſhoulders. Then, ſays ſhe, you cannot fee the rec . 


True, ſaid he, bur I ſhall ſee the <vater-works, which will 


pleaſe me much better. 


The duke of Newcaſtle, when prime miniſter, told the 


Rev. Mr. Sterne one day in converſation, ** That men of. 


wit were not fit to be employed, being incapable of buſi- 
nels.” The wit replied, They are not incapable, my 
lord, but above it; a ſprightly, generous horſe, is able to 
carry a pack- ſaddle as well as an afs ; but he is tuo good to 
be put to the drudgery.”? 


A few days after the late lord L married the 
buxom Miſs H. he found it neceſſary to withdraw from 
the buſineſs of love for a litile while; but not caring to 
let his wite into the ſecret, he procured a ſubpoena to be 
ſent to him to attend as an evidence at one of the courts in 
London; which, ſhewing her, he took leave with ſeem- 
ing regret, and ſet forward on his journey, and was abſent 
about a month. A few days after his return home, the 
fa:d nobleman and his lady were looking out at a window, 
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at their cows grazing in a field adjoining: ** My dear, 
(laid he), what is become of the bull which uſe&to be fo 
briſk among the cows here?? „Oh! child, (fays ſhe), 


he's /ubpena'd, I ſuppoſe, to the other end of the field.” 


A poor man who had a termagant wife, after a long 
diſpute, in which ſhe was reſolved to have the laſt word, 
told her, if ſhe ſpoke one crooked word more, he'd beat” 
her brains out. Why then rams-horns, you rogue, ſaid 
ſhe, if 1 die for it. TH | 


A lady who had married a huſband of great good nature, 
but a little deficient in point of underſtanding, was re- 
proached by her brother - in- law, who told her in deriſion, 
that ſhe had coupled herſelf to a fool.” 80 has my 
hitter, (ſays ſhe), for no man of ſenſe would endeavour to 


give any woman a mean opinion of her huſband.” 


General B=— being at a country play laſt ſummer, the 


entertainment happened to be the Stage Coach, which 
was acted fo wretchedly, that it was impoſſible to make 
head or tail of it, As ſoon as the curtain clofed, and ons 
of the performers came to give out the next play, the gee 
neral begged leave to aſk the name of the entertainment 


2 finiſned. The Stage Coach, fir,” ſays Buſkin, 


owing very reſpectfully. ** O then, fir, (ſays the gene- 
ral), will you be ſo good to let me know when you per- 
form this again, that I may be an outfide paſſenger ““ 


In a country party, during the ſummer, a young lady 
of high rank, who knew that ſhe had very handſome legs, 
declared, in a careleſs laughing manner, that ſhe would 
certainly bring ſhort petticoats into faſhion the next win- 
ter, that the town might ſee what a pretty ancle ſhe had. 
*« What think you, (said ſhe to a certain wit), of the 
faſhion of ſhort petticoats?” * Ir is that particular 
faſhion, madam, (replied he), that I admire above all 
others, and I care not to what height it is carried. 


Rocheſter, in king Charles the Second's time, was as 
famous for his frolic and humour, as he was infamous tor 
his vices. One day as he was walking 1n the Park, with 
ſome of his gay companions, he ſaw Dr. Barrow, one of 
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the greateſt divines, and the greateſt mathematician of his 


time, mufing along the Mall, in his uſual contemplative 


manner; and ſo he propoſed to make up to him, and have 


_ tome drollery, as he termed it. His companions were 


ready enough to attend him; and, upon mceting the 
doctor, Rocheſter, making a very low bow, with great 
vivacity ſaid, Doctor, a good morning to you—l am 
exceeding glad to 1 am your's to the very center 

£ The doctor, who was not eaſy to be ſur- 
priſed, perceived his drift, and, with all the compoſure in 
the world, returned the lowly bow, and ſaid, ** My lord, 
I am your's to the Autipodes.“ This put him to a ſhort 
pauſe ; but as wit is ſeldom at a loſs—** Doctor, (ſays he), 
I am your's to the loweſt pit of hell.” “ There then, 
(replied the doctor), I will leave you.” And fo purſued 


A London rider, returning home from a long journey 
very much fatigued, went to ſleep at night without per- 
forming ſome duties, which his wife thought it neceſſary 
and indiſpenſable for him to go through. The next morn- 
ing, on going into the kitchen, he ſaw his boots burning 
upon the fire, and his ſpurs broke. Upon enquiring into 
the cauſe, his wife replied, ** Why, my dear, what occa- 
fion have you for boots or ſpurs when you have left off 
riding ?”? So 


Mr. Pope, who was very much deformed, having a dif- 


pute with a hackney coachman, ſwore by his uſual oath, | 


„God mend me,” —“ God mend me! (ſays the coach» 
man), God Almighty could make a ſcore in the time that 
vou would take to be mended.” is 


It is well known that the celebrated monarch, Charles 
the Fifth, who, from the extenfivencts of his dominions, 
and the rapidity of his conqueſts, projected nothing leſs 
than an univerſal monarchy, at laſt grew fick, not only of 
this vain purſuit, but relinquifhed his crown, and with it 
all earthly grandeur, to retire to the monaſtery af St. Juſt, 


where he ended his days in the moſt exemplary line of 
mortification, The day when he went in his turn to wake 


the novices, at the hour of matins ; one of them, who did 


not chooſe to be ſo early diſturbed out of a found fleep, 
| pretended 
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pretended not to hear him. The devotion of Charles, 


however, would take no excuſe : he continued ſhaking 
him, till the novice found it was impoſſible to feign any 
longer; then bouncing out of his bed, he exclaimed, 
What the devil have you not troubled the repoſe of 
the world long enough already, without coming here to 
diſturb that of a peaceable man who has for/aken it ?" 


A poor player having lent one of his comrades a ſmall 
matter, ſpoke to him one night behind the ſcenes, in 
Covent Garden Theatre. By G—, Tom, thoſe two 
guineas I lent you, ought to be paid me; you know I am 
in great diſtreſs.— Do not talk to me about it, ſaid the 


other; by heavens, within this week I will take care to 
pay you in /ome ſhape or other, You will oblige me, re- 
_ plied the creditor ; and pray let it be as much in the ape 


of two guineas as poſſible. 


Archbiſhop King was remarkably fond of a leg of mut- 
ton and capers, the laſt of which he always prepared him- 
ſelf. A gentleman coming to dine with him, laughed im- 
moderately on his entering the apartment, where his 
grace was fitting at his favourite amuſement. ** What's 
the matter?“ ſaid the biſhop. ] cannot help laughing, 
(replied the gentleman), for this is the firſt inſtance I have 
ever ſeen of a biſhop cutting capers.” 


A brave Dutch captain being commanded by his colonel 
to go on a dangerous exploit againſt the French, with 
forces that were unlikely to atchieve the enterprize, the 
captain adviſed the colonel to ſend but half ſo many men ? 


| Why ſo? faid the colonel. Becauſe, replied the captain, 


they. are enough to be killed. 


A wild young fellow, that had ſpent his fortune, being 
aſked what he intended to do with himſelt ? ſaid, he de- 
ſigned to go into the army. How can that be? (ſays 
ane), you are a Catholic, and cannot take the oaths.” 
„% You may as "= tell me, (ſays he), I cannot take 
orders, becauſe I am an atheiſt.” ** I aſk your pardon, 


(replied the other), I did not know the itrength of your 
conſcience ſo well as I did the weakneſs of your purſe.” 


F; | Lady 
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Lady Groſvenor being aſleep in her cloſet, with the 
Adventures of Peregrine Pickle before her, her lord hap- 
pened to ſtep in, and locking over the book without 
waking her, took the liberty to change it for the Practice 


of Piety, and ſo left her. When ſhe awaked, ſhe preſently 


perceived the trick, and his lordſhip entering while the 
book was yet in her hand, he took occaſion to compliment 
her on her ladyſhip's reformation. Nay, nay, anſwered 
the lady, let our retormation go hand in hand, I beſeech 


you—when you, my lord, pradti/e the Whole Duty of Man, 
then I will read the Practice of Picty. 


A gentleman, the firſt time of his coming to Bath, was 
very extravagantly charged for every thing by the perſons 
in whoſe houſe he lodged, as well as by others whom he 


had occaſion to deal with; of which, ſome time after, 


eamplaining to Beau Naſh, “ Sir, (replied the latter), 
they have acted towards you on truly Chriſtian principles.“ 
*% How ſo?” ſays the man. Why, (returned Naſh), 
you was a ſtranger, and they took you in.” | 


A cardinal highly in the confidence of pope Alexander 
the Sixth, told him one day that it would be expedient to- 
baniſh the phyſicians out of Rome, for they were entirely 


uſeleſs. © No, (favs the pope), they are quite the re- 


verſe; for, without them, the world would increaſe ſo 
tan, that one could not lige by another.“ 


A woman having a croſs-grained huſband, hard to 
pleaſe, ſhe defired him to write down what ſhe ſhould do, 


and what the ſhould not do, that ſhe might not err in her 


performance: this was zone, and ſhe well obſerved her 
rules; when one day going a mile or two to viſit a friend, 
the good man got light headed, and on his return home, 
herccicd into a ditch, calling to his wife to help him out. 
e {ndced huſoand, (ſaid ſhe), I remember no ſuch article 
in wy orders; but I'll go home and fee, and if there be, 
Il! come and help you: or elſe you muſt get out as well 
as you can, for | am refolved not to break them.“ 


A certain prieſt in a rich abbey in Florence, being a 
fiſherman's ſon, cauſed a net to be ſpread every day, on 
a table in his apartment, to put him in mind of his ori- 
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amal: the abbot dying, this diſſembled humility procured 
him to be choſen abbot, after which the net was uſed no 
more, Being aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, ** There is 
no occaſion for the net now the fill is caught.“ 


An Iriſhman at an aſſize in Corke, was arraigned for 
felony, before judge Monteney. He was atked who he 
would be tried by? *© By no one, by J—s,” ſays he. 
The jailor deſired him to ſay, by God and his country. 


„Upon my ſhoul T will not, (ſays Paddy), for I don't 


hke it at all at all, my dear!“ „What's that you ſay, 
honeſt man?“ ſays the judge. ** Sce there now, (favs 
the criminal), his lordſhip, long life to him, calls me an 
hoveſt man, and why ſhould I plcad guilty ?” © What do 
vou fay ?“ fays the judge, in an authoritative voice.“ I 


fav, my lord, I won't be tried by God at all at all, for he 


knows all about the matter; but I will be tried by your 
lordſhip and my country.“ | 


A ſailor being on deck one windy morning, a fudden 
guſt of wind took him into the fea 5 by putting out ropes 
he regained the deck; his captain fympathized with him, 


obſerving he had had but an indifferent breakfaſt; “ Not 
ſo bad, (replied the mate), for you mult allow he has 
had a good duct. | | 


A gentleman talking of the four clements, expreſſed 
great admiration at the creation of water. Lord, fir, 
faid a merry lady, there's nothing ſo very curious in that 


Tor I can make water. 


Monſ. de Voltaire, as he was writing his tragedy of 
Merope, one day called his footman, at three o'clock in 
the morning, and gave him fome verſes to carry imme- 


diately to the ſieur Paulin, who played the part of the 
tyrant in that play. The ſervant exculing himſelf, under 


a pretence that it was the hour of fſleep—* Go, I lay, 
(continued Voltaire), tyrants never ſleep. 


An officer in the Cuſtoms, at the port of Liverpool, 
running careleſsly along the ſhip's gunnel, tip'd over- 
board, and was drowned, Being ſoon after taken up, the 
coroner's jury was ſummoned to fit upon the body. ** 
| | 8 
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of the jurymen returning home, was called by an alder- 
man of the town, and alked what verdict they brought in, 
and whether they found i de e? “ Ay, ay, (lays the 
juryman, ſhaking his nodd|), he fell into the ſea, ſure 
enough.“ 


A failor fell from the main-maſt and broke his legs: 
when his companions came abour him, and commiſerated 
him, © Pho! (lays he), it might have been my neck.“ 


In a Chriſtmas party at Euſton, confiſting of the duke 
of G———n, lord B —- b——e, George Selwyn, and a 
country *{quire, whote wife had lately eloped ; the latter 
was one day, atter dinner, extolling for a long time the fine 
tair tor horned cattle he had on his eſtate; when Selwyn, 
heartily tired of fuch converſation, propoſed cards. 
Stop a-while, (fays the duke), I expect fir Charles 
Bunbury here preſently.” Do you ſo? (ſays Selwyn, 
flapping the *ſquire, who ſat wext him, upon the back), 
why then, my triead, we ſhall have a horned fair of our 
own.“ 


A fooliſh ſtage- ſtruck youth ran away from his friends, 
and got among a moſt low and miſerable ſet of ſtrollers. 
A relation, after a time, dilcovered him juſt as he was 
going on the ſtage in Klug Richard; and on reading him 


a pretty ſevere lecture ou his folly and diſobedience, re- 


ceived an anſwer ſuitable to all the ridiculous conſequence 
and aſſumed pomp ot a mock monarch, To which he 


_ anſwered ; theſe are fine lofty words, but 'tis a great pity, 


Mr. King Richard, that you could not afford to buy a 
better pair of ſhoes. The actor looking at his toes, which 
were ſtaring him in the face, without loſing his vivacity, 
cried out, * Shoes, O damme, Hoes are things we Kings 

don't Hand upon.” ns 


A bridegroom, the firſt night he was in bed with his 


dride, ſaid unto her; When I ſolicited your chaſtity, 


if you had condefcended, I would never have made you 


my wife, for I did it only to try thee.” Faith, (ſaid ſhe), 


I did imagine as much; but I had been cozened fo three 
or four times before, and I was reſolved to be fouled no 


more, 
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The prince of Condé coming to congratulate his 
matter, Louis XIV. on the battle of Seniff, in which his 
highneſs had commanded, and gained great honour ; the 
king ſtood on the top of the ſtairs to receive him. The 
prince being lame of the gout, mounted very ſlowly, and 
ſtopping midway, begged his majetty's pardon, if he made 
him wait. Couſin, (faid the king), do not hurry your- 
iclf; a perſon loaded with laurels, as you are, cannos 
move very ſwiftly.“ | 


Mr. Palmer going hame after the buſineſs of the The- 
atre was concluded, one evening, ſaw a man lying upon 
the ground, with another upon him beating him mott 
violently : upon this he remonſtrated with the uppermoſt, 
telling him that his conduct was unfair, and that he 
ought to let his opponent get up, and have an equal 
chance with him. The fellow drolly turned up his Bee 
to Mr. Palmer, and drily replied, ** Faith, fir, :f you had 
been at as much trouble to get him down as I have, yon 
would not be for letting him get up ſo readily.” 


A diſtinguiſhed performer at one of the theatres, com- 


plaining to Edwin that his wife's drunkenneſs and ill con- 


duct had almoſt ruined him; concluded, as many uſually 
do, and for goodneſs ſake, what is to be ſaid for it?“ 
Nothing that | know, (ſays Edwin), can be faid for it, 
but much again 11.“ | _ 


Mr. Pope, who, notwithſtanding his diminutive and 
misſhapen figure, was not a little vain of his perſon, hav- 
ing aſked Swift what they thought of him in Ireland ? 
„Why, (ſaid Swift), they think you are a very little man, 
but a very great poet.“ Pope retorted with ſome acri- 
mony, „They think the very reverſe of you in Eng- 
land,” | | 


A French writer, ſome ſay Voltaire, having lampooned 
a nobleman, was caned by him for his licentions wit; 
when on applying to the duke of Orleans, then regent, 
and begging him to do him juſtice, the duke replied with 
a Imile, ** Sir, it has been done already.“ 


Some 


Some ladies in the green room, whoſe legs were re- 
markable pretty, and as ſuch diſplayed them by ſhort pet- 
ticoats, were mentioning an excurſion and entertainment 
they had at Richmond—that there were not proper vege- 
tables; ſome liked peas—ſome liked cauliflowers—at laſt 
it came to Quick's turn: For my part, ſays Jack, ladies, 
in your company, I ſhould have been contented with 
earlt-ups. | 


A lady who kept a tame coney for amuſement, being 
grown weary of it, ſaid to her footman, ** John, I. think 
my coney begins to grow very troubleſome ; 'tis always 
craving for food.“ It you pleaſe, madam, anſwered: John, 
I'll feed it as often as you deſire. 


The late lord Cheſterfield happened to be at a route in 
France, where Voltaire was one of tlie gueſts. Cheſter- 
field ſeemed gazing about the brilliant circle of the ladies ; 
Voltaire accoſted him, My lord, I know you are a 
Paß; which are more beautiful, the Engliſh or the 

French ladies? Upon my word, (replied his lordſhip), 
with his uſual preſence of mind, I am no connoiſſeur of 
paintings.” Some time. after this, Voltaire being in 
London, happened to be at a nobleman's route with lord 
Cheſterfield ; a lady in company, prodigtoufly painted, 
directed her whole diſcourſe to Voltaire, and entirely en- 
groſſed his converſation; Cheſterfield came up, tapped 


him on the ſhoulder, faying, ** Sir, take care you are not 


captivated.” © My lord, (replied the wit), I ſcorn to be 
taken by an Engliſh bottom under French colours.” 


Profeſſor Smith, of Glaſgow, was enumerating to Dr. 
Johnſon the many fine proſpects which were to be. ſeen at 
Edinburgh and its environs. When he had done, Dr, 
Johnſon ſaid, “ 1 believe you have forgot to mention the 
beſt proſpect of the whole.” What is that?“ ſaid the 
profeflor:—“ The road from Edinburgh to London.“ 
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